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The Mustard Seed 
93 Piedmont Street, Worcester, MA 01609 
 
Staff Contact: 
Michael Boover 
508-753-8974 
mbhoundofheaven@gmail.com 
 
Organization Description: 
The Mustard Seed Catholic Worker is a house of hospitality in the Catholic Worker movement, an 
apostolic movement begun in 1933 by Peter Maurin and Dorothy Day. The intent of the movement is to 
give flesh to the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth and Catholic social thought by doing the works of mercy 
and opposing the works of war. Our mission is to perform the corporal and spiritual works of mercy at a 
personal and social sacrifice, to nurture and promote a culture of concern and generosity so that human 
suffering is relieved and a better society not only envisioned but lived as a microcosm of what can be 
pursued more widely by allies and friends.  
 
The Mustard Seed (founded in 1972) is a community of faith, hope and love that has manifested as a 
living room, as a refuge for the hungry, lonely, and homeless and as an ideal (that in the ideal) is what a 
Christian community looks like or should look like in practice. Our community is committed to: prayer, 
personal and communal conversion of life, clarification of thought (lifelong learning), “the building of a 
society where it is easier for people to be good” and we desire a work culture that sees labor as sacred 
and that upholds small-scale agriculture and artisanship as virtues and hopeful means for “building a 
new society in the shell of the old.”  
 
The Mustard Seed has a major role in feeding the hungry. The house of hospitality at 93 Piedmont Street 
offers a free meal to Worcester’s hungry each weekday evening. The community has fed the hungry for 
over 44 years and has also worked on behalf of peace and environmental, social, and economic justice in 
many campaigns and initiatives. The community is committed to the Catholic Worker vision as espoused 
in the movement’s “Aims and Purposes” that is traditionally published each May in the Catholic Worker 
newspaper written and published from the mother houses of the movement in New York City.  
 
CBL Opportunities: 
 
Students are welcome to serve in many capacities- at the evening meal, in the food pantry, which feeds 
families in the neighborhood (approximately 10-20 families served each week). The pantry is open from 
3-5:45 on Wednesdays followed by the usual shared meal. This would be a particularly great option for 
students interested in Catholic Social Teaching, as Catholic Workers are well versed in CST and desire to 
share with those interested the blessed vision of the Catholic Worker Movement. Students are also 
welcome to join the community for prayer on Friday evenings at 7 PM and to engage in special projects 
undertaken with the help of the larger community from time to time.  
 
Pre-Service Requirements: Orientation meeting with site supervisor 
 
Volunteers Needed: 4-7  
 
 

mailto:mbhoundofheaven@gmail.com

