
Spring 2018 Community Partner Options 
 SPAN 409 

 

Community Partner Time Frame (all days and times are subject 
to change) 

Ascentria Care Alliance – Unaccompanied 
Refugee Minors Program 

Wednesday, 3:30-5p 

Centro – Latino Elder Program Wednesday or Friday, 8:30a-12:30p (for one 2-
hour time block) 

Claremont Academy Monday – Friday, 8a-4p (for one 2-hour time 
block) 

Latino Education Institute (LEI) –  
Club E (starting after Spring Break – note 
that students will need a language partner 
prior to Spring Break) 

Tuesday or Thursday, 6:00-8:30p 

Worcester East Middle School Tuesday-Thursday, 7:45a-3p (for one 2-hour 
time block) 

Worcester Public Schools Transition 
Program (on-campus) 

Fridays, 8:30a-1:30p (for one 2-hour time block) 

 
 
Ascentria Care Alliance - Unaccompanied Refugee Minors Program  
http://www.ascentria.org/refugee-youth 
 
Staff Contact:              
Kristen Simmarano 
ksimmarano@ascentria.org   
774-243-3065 (office phone) 
774-437-8895 (work cell) 
11 Shattuck Street, Worcester MA 01605 
 
Organization Description: 
Ascentria Care Alliance is one of the largest social service organizations in New England.  Ascentria 
serves children, youth and families; persons with developmental disabilities, mental illness and 
deafness; persons who are economically disadvantaged; refugees, including unaccompanied refugee 
minors; and older adults.  Unaccompanied Refugee Minors are children under the age of 18 who are 
resettled alone in the United States, without a parent, relative, or other responsible adult to take care of 
them.  The URM program is a long-term foster care program that serves youth with comprehensive 
services designed to assist with their resettlement and adjustment to their new culture, provide for 
them while they pursue educational goals, and prepare them for eventual independence. Services are 
tailored to the needs of refugee youth, blending their cultural identity with their new American 
environment.   
 
CBL Opportunities: 
Afterschool Tutoring Program 
Meeting once a week, CBL volunteers provide homework help, English language tutoring, Spanish 
grammar and writing tutoring, and mentorship to the Ascentria youth.  The tutoring program meets on 
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Wednesdays from 3:30-5pm at the Ascentria office.  The program needs approximately 10 tutors to 
work with Spanish-speaking adolescents.  Volunteers must be comfortable conversing and writing in 
Spanish and English.  Ascentria clients have varying levels of English, education, and literacy.  Ascentria 
requires a high level of commitment and confidentiality regarding our clients.  An outgoing personality 
will also be useful in this role in order to engage your partner effectively. An application and CORI 
background check are required and volunteers must attend an orientation session before beginning.  
Ascentria staff will review applications and select volunteers based on the needs of our clients.   
 
Pre-Service Requirements: Application Form, CORI, Orientation 
 
Volunteers needed: 4-6 
 
Centro – Latino Elder Program 
http://www.centrolasamericas.org/ 
11 Sycamore Street, Worcester, MA 
 
Staff Contacts:           
Theresa Eckstrom, Director of Elder, Disability, and Community Services 
teckstrom@centroinc.org 
 
Tania Romero, Latino Elders Program Coordinator 
tromero@centroinc.org 
 
Organization Description: 
Centro offers the highest quality of social services for the community today. Since 1977, we have 
provided superior service to our community and have assisted it in achieving its goals. Centro’s years of 
experience and commitment to excellence have earned us the reputation as the only Hispanic 
Community Service provider in the area. 
 
CBL Opportunities: Latino Elder Program 
Centro’s Latino Elder Program serves as the last line of care and socialization for many low-income 
Latino elders ages 60 to 93, who reside in the city of Worcester. Over 130 seniors living across the city 
are served on a weekly basis by this program.  From recreation and socialization to health screenings, 
advocacy, consumer protection and case management, this program offers support to active and frail 
elders many of whom have no other caregivers involved in their lives. 
 
In the Latino Elder Program students help clients with learning English or to understand basic computer 
skills. They also socialize with frail and isolated elders who need more community contacts. The elders 
are so happy to speak to young people who are learning to speak Spanish. The Latino Elder Program 
meets Wednesday, and Friday between 8:30a and 12:30p. Students must serve for a 2-hour time block 
during one of the sessions. 
 
Pre-service requirements: CORI, Volunteer Application 
 
Volunteers needed: 2 to 3 per day  

 
Claremont Academy 
www.claremont.worcesterschools.org 
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15 Claremont Street, Worcester MA 01610 
 
Staff Contact: 
Jessica Coleman 
colemanjm@worc.k12.ma.us 
School Counselor, Guidance 
Office (508) 799-3077  
Cell (508) 320-9370  
 
Organization Description: 
Claremont Academy is a grade 7-12 public school located in the Main South section of Worcester.  We 
have a diverse population of approximately 500+ students, predominately from low income households. 
According to the Claremont 2014 DOE Report Card, our English Language Learner population accounts 
for approximately 40% of our students and this number continues to grow.  
 
Claremont is committed to providing all students with a college and career-ready education. Students 
take an all honors course of study starting in the middle school; upper classmen can take college courses 
as part of our dual enrollment program. In addition to the core curriculum, Claremont also offers many 
elective courses including American Sign Language, Mandarin Chinese, Spanish, Computer Technology, 
Engineering, and African American History. There are also many AP courses from which to choose 
including AP Biology, Calculus, Statistics, English Literature, and Environmental Science. In addition to 
academics, Claremont has many student-run programs and groups including the Claremont Community 
Service Club, National and Junior National Honor Societies, and Student Government. Claremont has a 
thriving student and teacher culture where high expectations and success for all are core beliefs. 
 
CBL Opportunities 
Claremont would like CBL students to serve as tutors for our English Language Learners (ELLs), former 
ELL students, as well as any students needing extra support in Math, English, and Science.  
Tutors are needed throughout the day, as well as after school.  
 
1.5-2 hour weekly commitment is needed within the following time periods: 
Monday-Friday during and after school: 8:00-4:00 (flexible start and finish times) 
 
Volunteers Needed: As many as possible 
 
Pre-Service Requirements: CORI form 
 
The Latino Education Institute, Club Educación (Club E) 
http://www.worcester.edu/LEI/default.aspx 
Worcester State University 
486 Chandler Street, Worcester, MA 01602 
 
Staff Contact:  
Steve Favulli, Program Coordinator 
sfavulli1@worcester.edu 
508-798-6507 ext. 106 
 
Organization Description: 
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The Latino Education Institute (LEI) at Worcester State University (WSU) was founded in 2000 by a 
partnership of community leaders to provide outcomes-based development programs in education, 
literacy, leadership, civic engagement and health. Our mission is to: 
 
(1)  Improve the academic achievement and well-being of Latino students (grades K-16) and their 
families throughout the city of Worcester. Each year the LEI reaches over 1500 youth and their families 
with education and advocacy programs and hundreds more through city-wide partnerships with the 
Worcester Public School district as well as other community-based agencies. 
 
(2)  Community Outreach.  LEI outreach provides innovative solutions to families, who are looking for 
alternative ways to increase their English language literacy skills, connect with other families who share 
similar experiences, and for those new to our country, navigate local systems and resources. 
 
CBL Opportunities: 
Club E promotes parental involvement in their children’s education by engaging parents in English-as-a-
Second-Language classes that enhance English literacy and communication skills. Parents also 
participate in training in the areas of computer, financial, and health literacy through a serious of 
seasonal workshops. Club E strives to increase the educational levels of parents and adults in order to 
fully realize the overall academic goals of the entire family. This program promotes a strong family 
involvement component and provides on-site academic support to the children of participants. 
 
Club E takes place at Worcester State University on Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6:00-
8:30PM.  Volunteers may choose to participate in one or two days per week but they must maintain 
consistency throughout the program.  With a consistent schedule, students will serve as instructional 
aides to classroom teachers and be able to assist with lesson plans and activities.   
 
Note: Club E will not start until after Spring Break. Students interested in this program will need to have 
a language partner prior to spring break.  If students want to be eligible for the transcript designation 
students will need to attend each and every session (once per week) starting 3/13 or 3/15 and ending 
5/1 or 5/3. If a student must be absent for some reason, they can make up their missed session by 
attending on the alternate day.  
 
Pre-service Requirements:  None specified   
 
Number of Volunteers Needed:  6-12 
 
Worcester East Middle School 
www.wpsweb.com/wems 
 420 Grafton Street, Worcester, MA 01604 
 
Staff Contact:   
John Rodriguez 
rodriguezj@worc.k12.ma.us 
School Counselor, Guidance 
508 799-3441 
 
Organization Description: 
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Worcester East Middle is one of four middle schools in Worcester.  We have a very diverse population 
with about 800 students.  We serve grades 6th, 7th and 8th.  Within our school we have a Science and 
Technology Academy which encompasses almost half of our school. Students from the academy come 
from all over the city. It is like a private school within a school.   
 
Worcester East middle is located on Grafton Street which is in a low income neighborhood.  We strive to 
give our students the best education that can be offered by the Worcester Public Schools. Our teachers 
give their time to assure that every student succeed academically.  They go beyond their duties and are 
always willing to do what it takes to help our students.  We are very proud of that.   
 
One of the biggest struggles we face is helping our English Language Learners who come to this country 
without any English and Math.  These students are required to take MCAS and PARCC tests by the state 
and we have to prepare them for this.   
 
CBL Opportunities 
Worcester East is in need of volunteers to serve as tutors for English Language Learners (ELLs). These 
students are need help both with the subjects themselves as well as translating the work into Spanish so 
that they are able to understand the material. Volunteers will be able to practice their Spanish as well as 
assist the students in their schoolwork. Tutors are needed throughout the day, as well as after school.  
 
2 hours per week is needed within the following time periods: 
 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursdays during and after school: 7:45a-3p (days and times are subject to 
change) 
 
Students who are volunteering with Worcester East for a Spanish course, must be sure to meet with 
John Rodriguez prior to be paired with an ELL student and/or volunteer with a Spanish class at 
Worcester East.  
 
Volunteers Needed:  As many as possible 
 
Pre-Service Requirements: CORI form, to be filled out in CBL office and brought to site on first day 
 
Worcester Public School: Transition Program 
 
Staff Contact: 
Judy Freedman Fask, WPS Transition Rehabilitation Specialist 
faskj@worc.k12.ma.us,  judyfreedmanfask@gmail.com 
School: 508 922-3450, Cell: 508 335-3903 
 
Organization Description: 
 
Worcester Public Schools (WPS) will provide the training necessary to:  

 Encourage and promote the empowerment of people with significant challenges so that each 
may pursue their highest possible degree of personal well-being and independence 

 Encourage and prepare students to be life-long learners 

 Encourage and promote the self-sufficiency of individuals with disabilities (differing abilities) 

 Encourage and enhance personal choice and the right to fail in the pursuit of independence and 
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employment in the community 
 

The Transition program works specifically with individuals (18-22 years old) who are eligible to receive 
special education services from the WPS. The program services students with a ride range of challenges 
and abilities (including but not limited to: intellectual, behavior, emotional, cognitive, and medical 
challenges, autism spectrum, and developmental delays 
 
CBL Opportunities for Spanish students: 
WPS students spend their day in a variety of settings: at internship sites and at locations that can focus 
on academic, social and recreational opportunities. HC College students will be involved in developing 
specific projects that address target areas for the WPS students and have a direct connection with the 
content of the CBL course (SPANISH 301). Projects will include areas of interest/skill that the College 
student can offer. Past programming with language CBL classes have included: tutoring, dance, 
gardening, cooking, athletics (basketball, swimming, etc.), health and nutrition… The interaction at all 
times will be in SPANISH. Once students have signed up and relayed their interests to Judy, a more 
specific schedule will be created. 
 
Program Details: 

• Fridays between 8:30 am-1:30pm – 3 time slots available: 
o 8:30am-10:30am 
o 10am-12pm 
o 11:30am-1:30pm 

• Location will be AT Holy Cross in Hogan Campus Center (rooms TBD) 
• Each CBL student will be responsible for planning the lesson/activity for at least one of the 

Fridays. Students will sign up with Judy on the first day of the program. 
 

Pre-Service Requirements: CORI Form, orientation meeting with Judy Fask  
 
Volunteers needed: 2 per time slot 
 


