
ENGL 210: Intermediate Academic Writing, Pr. Bizzell, Spring 2019 

Office hours: Fenwick 210, Monday 1-3, Tuesday 3-5, Wednesday 10:30-12 and 1-3, Thursday 3-5 
(unless called away to a faculty meeting—I will let you know); phone x 2524; cell/text 508-340-8130; 
email pbizzell@holycross.edu. Please stop by / contact me often! But please note that between 8:00 p.m. 
and 9:00 a.m., I will not be checking my devices regularly. 

Required texts: 

Sword, Susan. Stylish Academic Writing. Harvard University Press, 2012. 

Thurman, Susan. The Only Grammar Book You’ll Ever Need. Adams Media/Simon and Shuster, 2003. 

Honor Code: 

You are responsible for using the new MLA Handbook citation practices (8th edition). All of your work 
must clearly indicate, when appropriate, which words are your own and which are taken from other 
sources, such as our course books, electronic and print sources used for your final project, class notes 
(which may reference something said by me or another class member), etc. I hope I do not have to warn 
you that any form of academic dishonesty will be completely unacceptable in this course. If you are 
unsure about how to cite a source, please ask me. 

Electronic devices:  

Electronic devices such as laptops, tablets, and i-phones can be used in this course for class notes. You 
are on your honor not to use your device for any other academic or social activities during class time. 
Please respect the attention owed to your fellow class members. 

Accommodations: 

Please let me know immediately if you need any arrangements to improve your access to course material. 
I want to make the course as accessible as possible to everyone. 

Active learning: 

I promote active learning. It is not a lecture course, although I may explain course material occasionally. 
We will operate like a seminar in which everyone is expected to talk in every class, sharing your 
homework, commenting on your classmates’ work, etc. To participate, you will need to keep up with the 
weekly assignments. You won’t be able to let the work slide until the midterm or final, because there will 
be no midterm or final. 

Course aims: 

I assume that you already have some experience writing papers for college, and so you already know 
something about academic writing. You know that it usually requires you to develop your ideas in 
response to outside sources, to make a good argument using evidence, and to write correct English. This 
course will build on your knowledge to make you an even better academic writer. 

Ultimately, I intend to help you become a critical reader and careful editor of your own academic writing, 
and thus to raise your writing to a higher level in all your courses.  

To achieve this aim, we will take a three-pronged approach: 
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• Reflection/revision: You will reflect on your own prior experience as an academic writer in order 
to complete course assignments and will revise two papers you wrote for other courses. 

• Correctness: You will refresh your knowledge of English grammar and punctuation and will learn 
to eliminate your most frequent errors, through weekly quizzes based on reading in Thurman. 

• Style: You will develop your own distinctive way of writing academic essays—the creative 
aspect of this course—through exercises drawn from reading in Sword. 

A final research assignment on a topic you choose will enable you to show everything you have learned. 

Assignments and Grading: 

Format: Homework and papers should be submitted in paper copies unless I specify otherwise. Each 
written assignment should be typed, 12-point type, double-spaced, double-sided, pages numbered, and 
attached with a paper clip. Your grades will be reduced if you don’t follow these format guidelines. 

• 25 % of final grade: Most of our class meetings will require you to come prepared to present a 
homework assignment or to take an-class quiz. These activities cannot be made up; you must be 
ready on each class meeting day. If you submit them all, on time, you will receive an A for this 
part of the course (even if you do not get every answer correct on the quizzes). Missing 
assignments will reduce your grade. 

• 25% of final grade: You will rewrite a paper you have already written for another course, 
incorporating what you have learned in our course, and attaching a brief reflection on how you 
think you have made the new version better than the original paper, which must be submitted 
with your revision. I will grade your new version; due 11 March. 

• 25% of final grade: You will rewrite a paper you have already written for another course, 
incorporating what you have learned in our course, including my comments on your first rewrite, 
and attaching a brief reflection on how you think you have made the new version better than the 
original paper which must be submitted with your revision. I will grade your new version; due 5 
April.  

• 25% of final grade: You will compose a new paper, 5-7 pages long, in which you research a topic 
of your choice, make an argument about it, and display everything you have learned about correct 
and stylish academic writing. This paper must NOT be a paper that you are also writing for 
another course in the spring 2019 semester; submitting the same paper in two different courses 
violates the College’s academic honesty policy. Due 10 May. 

I will give you more instructions on these assignments closer to their due dates. 

Please bring both Sword and Thurman to every class, and also paper and pen / pencil.   

Syllabus:  

1/23: introductions to each other and to the course. 

1/25: read Thurman chapter 1; in-class quiz on pp. 6-18 (commonly confused words). 

 

1/28: read Sword chapter 4 (“I” versus “we” versus anonymous); bring to class six copies of a one-page 
excerpt from academic writing assigned to you in another course (textbook, outside reading, etc.—not 
fiction) that you judge to be badly written, or well written; be prepared to explain your judgment. 

1/30: read Thurman chapters 2 and 5; in-class quiz on pp. 65-78 (pronoun problems). 



2/1: bring to class six copies of a 400-word excerpt from something you have already written, which you 
have revised to experiment with using different pronouns. 

 

2/4: read Thurman chapters 3, 6, and 7. 

2/6: in-class quiz on Thurman pp. 28-33, 41-45, 91-92, 97-99, 122-125 (conjunctive adverbs, phrases and 
clauses [know the difference!], comma rules, semicolon rules, sentence fragments). 

2/8: read Sword chapter 6 (on titles); bring to class at least one example of a paper title you have already 
submitted in a prior course and the new title you have revised in light of Sword’s advice. PLEASE 
NOTE: for the revision exercises assigned from Sword between now and Spring Break, you may use the 
paper you plan to revise for the assignment due on 3/11. 

 

2/11: read Sword chapter 7 (on openings). 

2/13: bring to class six copies of a new opening paragraph, taken from a paper you have already written, 
which you have revised in light of Sword’s advice. 

2/15: read Thurman chapter 4; in-class quiz on pp. 54-55 and 113-115 (from chapter 7) (participles and 
how to punctuate them). 

 

2/18: read Sword chapter 8 (re-imagining argument as story). 

2/20: bring to class a copy of a research paper you wrote for another class, to use as we work through the 
exercises in Sword pp. 96-98.  

2/22: Sword exercises, continued. 

 

2/25: read Sword chapter 9 (using examples). 

2/27: bring to class a copy of a research paper you wrote for another class, to use as we work through the 
exercises in Sword pp. 109-111.  

3/1: Sword exercises, continued. 

 

SPRING BREAK 

3/11: FIRST MAJOR REWRITE DUE, with original version attached; bring paper to class; read Sword 
chapter 11 (structural markers); use Sword’s advice to analyze the structure of your own rewrite. 

3/13: work with Sword and your paper, continued. 

3/15: work with Sword and your paper, continued; today you will give me the rewrite plus its original, 
your initial reflection on how you changed it, and your notes on the week’s work with Sword’s advice. 

 



3/18: read Thurman chapter 8 and Appendix B (and review chapter 7) (“common errors,” “better 
sentences,” “substitutes for wordy phrases”), also Sword chapters 5 and 10 (“smart sentencing,” 
“jargonitis”). PLEASE NOTE: for the exercises assigned in Sword, you may use the paper you plan to 
revise for the assignment due 4/5. 

3/20: bring to class a 1000-word excerpt from your own writing that you have plugged into the “writer’s 
diet” website (see Sword p. 60); work in class with your excerpt and the “writer’s diet” feedback to 
complete exercises in Sword pp. 60-62 and 120-121. 

3/22: Sword exercises, continued. 

 

3/25: review Thurman chapters 2, 4, 6, 7; in-class quiz on parallelism (pp. 115-118). 

3/27, 3/29: targeted work on grammar and punctuation problems, chosen by you. 

 

4/1: read Thurman chapter 3; in-class quiz on pp. 46-52 (verb agreement problems). 

4/3: review Thurman chapter 4; in-class quiz on pp. 57-59, 64 (English verb tenses, including the 
subjunctive). 

4/5: SECOND MAJOR REVISION DUE, with original version attached; bring paper to class; read Sword 
chapter 12, review Thurman chapter 6 (quotation marks, pp. 82-86, and punctuating titles, pp. 106-108); 
use Sword and Thurman to analyze your own rewrite. 

 

4/8: read Sword chapter 13 (composing abstracts). 

4/10: bring to class six copies of an abstract for a paper you have already written (could be the one 
submitted on 4/5). 

4/12: work on abstracts, continued; also, summary versus précis. 

 

4/15, 17: no classes this week; individual meetings with each of you about final research paper.  

EASTER BREAK (no class 4/19) 

ACADEMIC CONFERENCE DAY (no class 4/24) 

4/26: five-minute in-class presentations on final research paper topics. 

 

4/29: read Sword chapter 14 (“the creative touch”). 

5/1: bring to class “a text, picture, or news item” that you can relate to your research paper (see Sword p. 
171, third bullet), work through exercises on pp. 170-172. 

5/3: final trouble-shooting for research paper. 

5/6: LAST DAY OF CLASS; in-class self-assessment; RESEARCH PAPER DUE 10 May.. 


