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Greetings from the 
Classics Department

at Holy Cross

Co!een Creevy ’15 at the Palamidi Castle in Nafplio, in the Greek Peloponnese. 

Continues on Page 4
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Hello from 
Fenwick 4Classicists in Modern Greece

By Harry Crimi ʼ15 
" After spending four months 
in Athens, I can truly say that my 
study abroad experience not only 
met my expectations, but easily 
exceeded them. What made the 
key difference was the chance to 
immerse myself in Greek culture 
and current events. Besides 
studying the modern language, 
switching to the amazing 
Mediterranean diet, and making 
friends with local storeowners, I 
was able to dabble in Greek 
sculpture. 
" Every Tuesday for two 
hours, I worked at a marble carving 
studio that used the same tools the 
ancient Greeks used: hammer and 
chisel. Under the guidance of my 
instructors from the College Year in 
Athens Program, I carved a marble 
relief sculpture of the head of my 
favorite Greek god, Poseidon. My 
instructors taught me how to carve 
3D figures, and even how to flute 
columns in the same manner as 

the Doric columns of the 
Parthenon. Learning and working 
with the marble carving techniques 
that have been passed down for 
more than two thousands years 
really humbled my experience 
when visiting the ancient temples 
and sculptures of Greece. 
" While I savored every 
second in my on-site classes on 
the Acropolis or the Agora, I was 
surprised to discover my favorite 
class was my course on the current 
Economic Crisis in Greece and 
Europe. In the course we learned 
about the political and economic 
events that led to the condition 
Greece is in today, and discussed 
possible scenarios for the future. 
" Especially interesting was 
the discussion of Greece on the 
world stage, and how it is seen as 
a “contagion” in the European 
Union, by both spreading economic 
instability and dropping market 
confidence throughout Southern 
Europe. Although I am no 

economist, I gathered enough 
knowledge to understand the 
predicaments of most Greek citizens, 
become more aware of current politics, 
and see past the shocking international 
portrayal of Greece that scares so many 
Americans from going. I was even lucky 
enough to attend the 24th Annual 
Conference on the Greek Economy, 
where I observed discussions on 
Greeceʼs economic achievements during 
its years of bailout plans and on its goals 
for the future, including a speech from 
the Prime Minister. 
" Most importantly, I had the 
chance to add my own interest in 
psychology to this course by 
interviewing a clinical psychologist in 
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By Rebecca Musgrave ʼ14
" This has been the second 
full year of the Manuscripts, 
Inscriptions, and Documents (MID) 
Club at Holy Cross.  This fall the club  
has continued to expand, and we 
have added two new projects: one 
on Latin inscriptions and one on 
Gregorian chant.  Returning and new 
members have continued to work on 
our existing projects: manuscripts of 
Homer, Jerome, and Archimedes, 
and inscriptions of the Athenian 
Tribute List.  
" The MID Club hosted two 
main events this semester.  One was 
a visit to the Dead Sea Scrolls 
exhibition at the Museum of Science 
in Boston, an event co-sponsored by 
the campusʼs Eta Sigma Phi chapter.  
Our other main event, co-sponsored 
by the Classics department, was a 
talk by Mike Kinney ʼ10, who 
returned to share his work on St. 
Jeromeʼs Chronicles.
" The Homer Multitext project 
and the Archimedes project have 
both continued their work on 

developing digital diplomatic editions 
for their manuscripts.  The Homer 
Multitext team has been working in 
two manuscripts, on Books Ten and 
Twenty-two of the Iliad.  The 
Archimedes team has been working 
on the Sphere and Cylinder in two 
manuscripts, one of which is 
famously preserved in the 
Archimedes Palimpsest. 
" The Jerome team has been 
working with two manuscripts of St. 
Jerome's Chronicles.  As of the end 
of the Fall 2013 semester, they have 
made bifolio spreads of one 
manuscript and bifolios of about half 
of the other.  Much of the semester 
has been spent creating 
transcriptions of one manuscript, 
beginning with Jerome's record from 
the first Olympiad. 
" Christine Bannan ʼ14 is 
continuing the work she began this 
summer to make a digital edition of 
the fifth-century BCE Athenian 
Tribute Lists. She works directly from 
photos of the inscriptions that she 
took while studying abroad in 

Greece in the fall of 2012 to create 
the diplomatic edition, representing 
the text as it appears on the stone 
today.  Megan Whitacre ʼ14 has 
begun a new inscription project, also 
working with photos she took while 
studying abroad.  She is using these 
inscriptions to help create a new 
curriculum for introductory Latin. 
" This semester the 
Manuscripts, Inscriptions, and 
Documents club has continued to 
thrive.  Students are eager to 
become involved in such a unique 
opportunity for undergraduate 
research, and this club has helped to 
provide the resources for those 
interested students.
"
" Rebecca, a Classics major 
and also in the Collegeʼs Pre-Med 
Program, is the president of the MID 
Club for 2013–14. 
" You can keep track of the 
latest MID Club events and see 
photos of its members at work by 
following the club on Twitter 
@HCMID. 

Manuscript research continues and expands

!On September 23 Evan MacCarthy '03, a Visiting 
Assistant Professor in the Music Department this year, 
gave a lecture in Hogan titled "Oedipus in New 
England: America's First Greek Tragedy."

!In October four senior Classics majors were inducted 
into the National Jesuit Honor Society, Alpha Sigma Nu: 
Deirdre Koenen, Gloria McMahon, Anne Salloom, and 
Thomas Santa Maria, Jr.

!Gloria McMahon was also the recipient of a McCarthy 
Scholarship, given to seniors who have excelled 
academically and are the children of at least one HC 
alumna/-us. Gloriaʼs parents are from the classes of ʼ83 
and ʼ84.

!In November senior Classics major Caroline Furey 
and Christina Amendola presented Art History capstone 
projects on the ancient world, with Prof. Nancy Andrews 
serving as a respondent. Carolineʼs presentation was 
titled “Sex and Violence in Ancient Art” and Christinaʼs 

Plura nova was titled “Rape: Real or Allegorical? Moments in Art 
History.”

!On November 10 Andrew Boudon ʼ15, studying in 
Athens for the semester, ran in the 31st Athens Classic 
Marathon from Sparta to Athens. He ran it in a time of 
3 hours, 21 minutes, and 4 seconds. He is pictured 
below after the race, on the right, with his roommate 
Will Robinson on the left.
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By Lee Fratanuono ʼ95"
" Ken Happe loved us, and we 
loved him.  In many ways, he was a 
living example of the traditions of 
Holy Cross: deeply devoted to his 
students in Classics and Theater; 
profoundly Catholic in his 
sensibilities; Jesuit, even, to his very 
core.  
" I had only one class with him 
– Aristophanes in the spring 
of 1994, when we read first 
Lysistrata and then Clouds – 
and one tutorial, Roman 
Comedy the same 
semester, where we read all 
of Terence and as much 
Plautus as my Latin, his 
patience, and plenty of 
sherry permitted.  It is a 
testament to his sense of 
rigor and duty that the last 
meeting of that tutorial came 
on the night of Friday, 13 
May, 1994, when after 
having taken a group of us 
to dinner and the dedication 
of the Brooks Music Center, 
he reminded me at the 
reception that we had to 
finish the Mercator.  And 
finish it we did, until it was 
two in the morning of the 
official last day of the term.
" One class and one 
tutorial – and four years of 
advising, travel throughout 
New England to play after 
play, long evenings and 
early mornings at 24 
Winthrop Lane, and, perhaps most 
memorably, poignant reminders time 
and again of a life lived sub specie 
aeternitatis: the time he recounted, 
with fresh tears in his eyes, how he 
was already crying while waiting in 
line to see Love Story in 1970, 
because he had lost a friend to 
cancer; the long night he stayed up 
with us on Fenwick 4 after the loss of 
our classmate Beth Sheehan; his 

admission that at the start of each 
liturgical season, he read Vespers 
from the (pre-conciliar) breviary, 
“because isnʼt that what Catholics 
do?”; his note to me in May of 2013 
that he would not offer me any food 
when I visited him for what we both 
knew was the last time, because, 
after all, it was an Ember Day of 
“Whitsuntide,” and “increasingly few 

of us knew such things, even at so-
called Catholic colleges.”  
" Ken Happe loved us, and we 
loved him.  He insisted on visiting 
me in Ohio the semester I started my 
tenure-track position at Wesleyan.  
To my surprise, he also insisted on 
visiting my classes, where he held 
forth in elementary Latin and 
Herodotus – in the latter of which he 
regaled the students with memories 
of Father Marique and the 

challenges of oral examinations in 
Classics at Holy Cross in the days of 
Eisenhower and McCarthy, all to 
illustrate the point that everything 
was in rapid decline now, since, after 
all, somehow a reputable college 
had entrusted their education in 
Greek to the likes of me.
" After all, I was almost 
rejected as a candidate for a Holy 

Cross A.B. because of my 
indefatigable adviser and 
welcome gadfly.  Despite 
semester after semester of 
signing my advising forms 
(usually with a note of who 
the saint of the day was), it 
finally dawned on Professor 
Happe that I had taken some 
twenty-seven courses in 
Classics and used most of 
them for various distribution 
requirements.  His favorite 
was the pairing of Lucretius 
as a Philosophy course and 
Ancient Greek Sanctuaries 
for “Theology,” as he insisted 
on calling it.  Rant after rant 
followed: I had betrayed the 
Jesuit legacy in education; I 
had never taken an English 
course; I had never studied 
anything after perhaps the 
seventeenth century (he 
wasnʼt entirely sure on the 
last point – and I sat in meek 
silence).  
" He was right, of 
course, in so many important 
ways…and as so often.  For 

Professor Happe was no easily 
categorized liberal or conservative, 
traditionalist or modernist – he was 
all and none of the above.  But he 
laughed – oh how he laughed, 
heartily and often – and he made us 
laugh.  Sometimes in the same hour 
he made us weep.
" Ken Happe loved us, and we 
loved him.  In the spring of 1994, as 
part of my comedy tutorial, Professor 

Memories of a Mentor: Recalling Prof. Ken Happe ʼ58



  ISSUE 4! JANUARY 2014

! PAGE 4

Memories of Prof. Ken Happe (continued from p. 3)
Happe suggested that I produce my 
own version of Plautusʼ Mostellaria – 
to this day my one and only foray 
into theatrical production.  I adapted 
a translation of the play for the stage 
and organized a troupe of friends my 
mentor described as “rabble who 
had never seen a play, let alone 
been in one.”  The climactic 
performance of that Plautine 
masterpiece was comedic for all the 
wrong reasons – and yet somehow it 
worked, largely due to the fact that 
the cantankerous, irascible 
Professor Happe had poured hours 
and hours into meeting, coaching, 
directing, cajoling, mocking, 
haranguing, feeding and sometimes 
sheltering a dozen undergraduates 
on long spring afternoons and 
evenings.  All for what he referred to 
as “the nadir of my theatrical career, 
the proof that a professor can live 
too long.”
" We intersected twice on 
travels that took us to Canada 
(Prince Edward Island, where Ken 
was delighted by the fascination of 
Japanese tourists with Anne of 
Green Gables) and Germany, where 
Ken didnʼt trust my German to 

succeed in getting us reliable 
directions when we were lost in 
Leipzig.  After it all worked out, he 
noted that I was apparently doing 
more German than Greek.  I shall 
never forget how his eyes lit up with 
that familiar look of joy and childlike 
wonder as he described past travels 
in Europe, always with reference to 
his delight in meeting Holy Cross 
alumni/-ae along the way.  The 
same look invariably accompanied 
his regular and raucous revels to 
celebrate everything from the 
storming of the Bastille to Saint 
Georgeʼs slaying of the dragon to 
the Adventus Magni Penonis.
" Ken loved us, and we loved 
him.  The last day was in so many 
ways like the first and all the rest: 
Ken as consummate gentleman and 
host as former students of his 
arrived to visit our friend and mentor.  
The five of us who happened to be 
in Holden that May afternoon – the 
eve of another commencement at 
the college, as Ken noted with tears 
– were unknown to each other on 
arrival.  And yet over the hours of 
that spring day, we realized that we 
knew each other through shared 

experiences over the decades – 
through the fellowship and 
camaraderie we had enjoyed with 
Professor Happe.  
" I wept on the road from 
Holden back to Columbus on that 
last day, and on many days since.  
A play, a film, a moment in my Greek 
or Latin class will back a flood of 
intensely felt emotions.  For if Ken 
taught us anything, it was an 
appreciation for the poignant 
moments in life, the times when you 
pause and reflect on the fragility of 
life, when you appreciate ever more 
ardently the value of those around 
you, when you know that death can 
come at any time, and that a shared 
drink or meal is a moment of grace.
" Ken loved us, and we loved 
him.  Rest in the serene peace you 
so richly deserve, dear friend and 
mentor.
" Lee is an Associate 
Professor of Classics at Ohio 
Wesleyan Univ. in Delaware, Ohio.
" For more on Prof. Happe, 
including a slideshow, go to: http://
news.holycross.edu/blog/
2013/06/26/in-memoriam-kenneth-f-
happe-58-associate-professor-

Athens for my final paper, concerning the changing impression 
and treatment of mental illnesses due to the crisis. I learned that 
pre-crisis Greece viewed depression and other mental illnesses as 
“taboo” and things only the family should deal with, looking down 
upon professional care. Now, after the crisis, depression rates 
have skyrocketed, and the sudden high demand for clinical 
therapy is complicated by the decreased funding for mental health 
from Greeceʼs austerity measures. 
" Engaging in these discussions opened up my world 
awareness, and made being a student in Greece very rewarding, 
since I had a base level understanding of what the city and people 
have been through. To me, Greece is no longer the glorified 
historical wonderland or the dangerous riot-obsessed mess that I 
previously had in my head. Instead, it is somewhere in between 
the two: a real city that embraces both its history and current 
events in a humbling way that draws any visitor in. In my case, I 
wouldnʼt trade it for the world. 
" Harry, a double major in Classics and Psychology, is now 
moving across the Adriatic to spend the Spring Semester in Rome.

HC Classicists meet modern Greece (continued from p. 1)

Harry Crimi, Brian Clark, Shea Maunsell, 
Andrew Boudon, Melissa Luttmann, and 
Nikolas Churik, all ʼ15, on the Acropolis.
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• Pictured below are Matt McGowan ʼ93, Associate 
Professor of Classics at Fordham University, and Robert 
Dudley ʼ08, Ph.D. Candidate in Classics at Duke University, 
at the annual meeting of the American Philological 
Association in Chicago, IL, on January 4, 2014. Matt and 
Rob both presented papers on the panel “Talking Back to 
the Teacher: Orality and Prosody in the Secondary and 
University Classroom.” Mattʼs paper was titled “Et iucunda 
et idonea dicere vitae … et scholae: A Teacherʼs Case for 
Performing Classical Drama in Greek and Latin,” and Robʼs 
was “How Did People Back Then Understand This?”

• This past fall Cathy Person ʼ03 began working at the 
Kelsey Museum of Archaeology at the University of 
Michigan. As the Academic and Educational Outreach 
Coordinator, Cathy works with the University community 
and K-12 school groups.

• In the summer of 2013 Brian Wengerter ʼ03 began a 
residency in general surgery at the Yale University School 
of Medicine.

• In November Andrew Costanzo ʼ05, teen programs 
manager at the National Building Museum, accepted a 
National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award from 
First Lady Michelle Obama for the programʼs “effectiveness 
in developing learning and life skills in young people by 
engaging them in the arts and humanities.” See the full 
story at: http://www.nbm.org/about-us/press-room/media-
advisory/nahyp-award.html

• Nicholas Powers ʼ13 is working as a member of the Jesuit 
Volunteer Corps at the Room in the Innʼs Campus for 
Human Development in Nashville, Tenn.

• On November 19, Robert Larity ʼ05, a stock analyst in 
Boston, gave a talk titled “The Value of the Liberal Arts” at 
the Hogan Campus Center. Below Robert is pictured at the 
talk with Prof. Ellen Perry.

• After two years working as an accountant at PwC, Matt 
Mullaney ʼ11 is pursuing a Masters in Tax at the University 
of Notre Dame. Matt shared with Salvete some points of 
contact between his study of Classics and his study of the 
tax code:

 “Obviously, on the surface it does not appear as though the 
Classics major has anything to do with accounting or taxes. 
Yet, despite the differences in raw subject matter, both majors 
require very similar skills. For example, when I'm doing a tax 
return, I need to sort through the documents provided, 
establish the necessary rules/treatment of each item, and 
determine how those items as a whole affect the overall tax 
liability. This same process is technically performed when 
going through a Latin and/or especially a Greek text. The 
progression, flow, and sequence of words in any particular 
sentence or passage must be accounted for both individually 
and as a whole, which requires the same logical and 
methodical thinking that is required of an accountant. 
" “Furthermore, I was taught in my tax class at HC that 
one of the best answers to provide for any particular tax 
question is "it depends," simply because based on the context 
and particular aspects of each issue that arises, the tax 
treatment can be different. The same can be said for more 
complex translations. Translating is all about the ability to find 
patterns and analyze structures; and at the end of the day, 
more often than not there is not one right or "correct" 
translation, so it is up to you to provide the best possible 
interpretation based on the context and information at hand. 
Essentially, then, the Classics major paired well with the 
accounting major because it improved my critical thinking and 
problem solving skills, not to mention my ability to conduct 
research.”

Alumnae / -i News

Please let us know what you’re up to by sending updates to Tim Joseph ’98 at tjoseph@holycross.edu

http://www.nbm.org/about-us/press-room/media-advisory/nahyp-award.html
http://www.nbm.org/about-us/press-room/media-advisory/nahyp-award.html
http://www.nbm.org/about-us/press-room/media-advisory/nahyp-award.html
http://www.nbm.org/about-us/press-room/media-advisory/nahyp-award.html
mailto:tjoseph@holycross.edu
mailto:tjoseph@holycross.edu

