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As the year approaches its end, our Jesuit, Catholic tradition reminds 
us of the importance of gratitude and discernment. In a moment where 
change is constant, reflection and time with loved ones can center us 
 and strengthen our call to live for and with others. 

The “little purple book” published years ago speaks to this. It was 
created by the College’s Mission and Identity Subcommittee, which  
was chaired by Rev. Paul F. Harman, S.J., vice president for mission.

This diminutive volume — about the size of a cell phone — belies a 
wealth of knowledge. It’s become such a commodity that it has earned 
the distinction of being “the most stolen book on campus.” Weighing 
less than half a pound, the book nevertheless anchors our shared values 
— offering an overview of St. Ignatius of Loyola, Jesuit education, the 
Spiritual Exercises and Jesuit spirituality. It also includes a condensed 
history of Holy Cross, all framed by our College’s mission.

One of my favorite passages in the book’s narrative is this: 

“The ultimate goal of Jesuit education is to lead individuals  
to the discovery of God’s presence in all things and all people.  
Jesuit education sees the human mind as something given to  
us by God for important tasks. It should never be the case that  
reason is scorned or put aside, because the love of God and  
the desire for knowledge are two sides of the same coin.”

Like the martlets in our College’s great seal, our mission is to ceaselessly 
soar. This is why we continuously aspire toward academic excellence, 
access and affordability, and transformational student experience —  
to advance the College’s spirit by achieving communion with the  
human and the divine.

Sincerely, 

Vincent D. Rougeau
President





no te s

God of Love, help us to remember

that Christ has no body  
now on earth but ours,

no hands but ours, no feet but ours.

Ours are the eyes to see  
the needs of the world.

Ours are the hands with  
which to bless everyone now.

Ours are the feet with which  
he is to go about doing good.

—Saint Teresa of Ávila
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Do not be afraid, for I  
have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name;  
you are mine.

When you pass through the waters,  
I will be with you; 

and when you pass through the rivers, 
they will not overwhelm you.

When you walk through the fire,  
you will not be burned;

the flames will not consume you.

For I am the Lord, your God,  
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior …

Because you are precious in my sight, 
and honored, and I love you …

Do not be afraid, for I am with you.

—Isaiah 43:1-5
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Keep us, O God, from all pettiness; 
let us be large in thought, in word,  
in deed.

Let us be done with fault finding 
and leave off all self-seeking.

May we put away all pretense and 
meet each other face to face, without 
self-pity and without prejudice.

May we never be hasty in judgment 
and always be generous.

Let us take time for all things, and make 
us to grow calm, serene, and gentle.

Teach us to put into action our  
better impulses, straight forward 
and unafraid.

Grant that we may realize that it 
is the little things of life that create 
differences, that in the big things of 
life, we are as one.

And, O Lord God, let us not forget to 
be kind!

—Mary, Queen of Scots
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What I would ask — because the 
word “demand” sounds too strong — 
involves two things. First, that you 
look with your eyes and heart at these 
people who are suffering so much — 
some from poverty and hunger,  
others from oppression and 
repression. Then, because I am a 
Jesuit, I would bid you pray the 
colloquy of St. Ignatius from the 
first week of the Exercises before this 
crucified people, asking yourself: 
What have I done to crucify them? 
What am I doing to end their 
crucifixion? What should I do so that 
this people might rise from the dead?

—Ignacio Ellacuría, S.J.
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Love proves itself by deeds, so how 
am I to show my love? Great deeds 
are forbidden me. The only way I can 
prove my love is by scattering flowers 
and these flowers are every little 
sacrifice, every glance and word, and 
the doing of the least actions for love.

—St. Thérèse of Lisieux
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I asked God for strength  
that I might achieve,

I was made weak 
that I might learn humbly to obey …

I asked for health  
that I might do greater things,

I was given infirmity 
that I might do better things …

I asked for riches  
that I might be happy,

I was given poverty  
that I might be wise …

I asked for power 
that I might have the praise of persons,

I was given weakness  
that I might feel the need of God …

I asked for all things  
that I might enjoy life,

I was given life  
that I might enjoy all things …

I got nothing that I asked for — 
but everything that I had hoped for …

Almost despite myself, 
my unspoken prayers were answered, 
I am among all people most richly blessed.

—Anonymous
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Teach us, good Lord, to serve You 
as You deserve;

to give and not to count the cost;

to fight and not to heed the wounds;

to toil and not to seek for rest;

to labor and not to ask for any reward, 

save that of knowing  
that we do your will.

—Saint Ignatius of Loyola
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God is love, and so we too love.  
God is mercy, and so we too show 
mercy. God is good, and so we too 
desire to be good. If we do not love,  
we really do not have anything to say. 
Here we discover the root and source 
of our identity and our mission.

—Adolfo Nicolás, S.J.
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September
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Then said a teacher,  
Speak to us of Teaching.

And he said:

No man can reveal to you aught but 
that which already lies half asleep  
in the dawning of your knowledge.

The teacher who walks in the shadow 
of the temple, among his followers, 
gives not of his wisdom but rather  
of his faith and his lovingness.

If he is indeed wise he does not bid  
you enter the house of his wisdom,  
but rather leads you to the threshold 
of your own mind …

For the vision of one man lends  
not its wings to another man.

And even as each ONE of you  
stands alone in God’s knowledge,  
so much each ONE of you...

—Khalil Gibran
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October
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One evening an old Cherokee told  
his grandson about a battle that  
goes on inside people. 

He said, “My son, the battle is  
between two ‘wolves’ inside us all.

One is Evil. It is anger, envy, jealousy, 
sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-
pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, 
lies, false pride, superiority and ego.

The other is Good. It is joy, peace, love, 
hope, serenity, humility, kindness, 
benevolence, empathy, generosity, 
truth, compassion and faith.”

The grandson thought about it 
for a minute and then asked his 
grandfather:

“Which wolf wins?”

The old Cherokee simply replied, 
“The one you feed.”

—Two Wolves
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Jesus’ “Lack of moral principles.” 
He sat at meat with publicans and 
sinners, he consorted with harlots. 
Did he do this to obtain their votes?  
Or did he think that, perhaps, 
he could convert them by such 
“appeasement”? Or was his humanity 
rich and deep enough to make 
contact, even in them, with that  
in human nature which is common 
to all men, indestructible, and upon 
which the future has to be built?

—Dag Hammarskjöld
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December
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My brothers and sisters let us close on 
a quiet note, so that God’s gentle but 
powerful word of grace within us is not 
drowned by our loud and weak human 
words. Let us pray: “Lord, help my 
unbelief,” give me the grace of faith in 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, in his gospel 
and his saving power.

—Karl Rahner, S.J.
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October 2025. Please visit www.holycross.edu for the most up-to-date information.

Copyright © 2025 College of the Holy Cross, Office of Advancement. 

Thank you for your support and dedication to Holy Cross.


