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From classic Russian literature to current events in post-Soviet Russia, madness is an ubiquitous
element of the Russian experience. We will cover a broad range of works—from medieval to
post-Soviet masterpieces—to investigate the evolution of madness in Russian culture. The
protagonists of the novels, plays, and short stories we will explore range from holy fools to
everyday madmen to chronically troubled spirits. The reading will include

and
. We will also
examine manifestations of fictional insanity in film, opera, and the visual arts.
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