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“Pi l lars  of  Success”
Regarding your article “Pillars of

Success” (spring ’06 issue): The efforts,
dedication and passion set forth by so
many in the Holy Cross community to
create the Nativity School of
Worcester are what truly set the
College apart from other top tier col-
leges and universities in this country.
This young middle school is a magical
place that is succeeding in permanently
changing the lives of promising young
men who until now have had limited
options for their future. The Holy
Cross students, faculty, buildings and
ground staff and finance staff as well as
a core of committed recent graduates
are genuinely making this world a bet-
ter place because of their efforts.

Yet, even with all of the involve-
ment of so many Holy Cross people, it
still takes money to pay the rent and
insurance, buy books and uniforms,
etc. The school is incredibly frugal, yet
our finances are still delicate. Our
reality is that we operate in an environ-
ment where we depend heavily upon a
small group of generous contributors,
and the school never has funding for
more than about three months in
advance. So, if anyone has the capa-
bility and is interested in helping to
continue the magic that is happening
with these kids, we would welcome any
financial support that you might be
able to provide.

The Holy Cross community is
doing an amazing thing with the
Nativity School of Worcester. We just
need to make sure that we can sustain
the mission.

Bill Haylon
Wakefield, Mass. 
Haylon is a member of the Nativity
School’s board of trustees.

✦

“The Crusadists”
I was thrilled to read Karen Sharpe’s

article on me and my fellow original
“Crusadists” in the spring 2006 issue of
Holy Cross Magazine. A few final com-
ments: I am proud to say that like Neil
Hopkins ’99 (also profiled in the same
issue) and Matt Lawler ’87, I attended
the American Conservatory Theater
Actor Training Program and received
my M.F.A. in 1996. Finally, I am the
director of development at The
Churchill School and Center in New
York City. 

Lawrence J. “L.J.” Mitchell III ’85
New York, N.Y. 

✦

“Give Another Hoya!”
My classmate Rob McGovern ’89 is

a true American hero. He is a defend-
er of children and human rights. Yet
the impression of spotlighting Rob’s
mission in Afghanistan leaves a very
misleading impression that our current
mission in Iraq is equally noble.
Rather, it is a mission of death, a quag-
mire of Vietnamese proportions. And

it is twisting the minds of our soldiers
and warping their souls. For a more
complete appraisal of what is happen-
ing on the streets and countryside of
Iraq, please read Iraq Dispatches: How
Massacres Become the Norm, by
American journalist Dahr Jamail.

Douglas A. Demeo ’89
Jersey City, N.J.

✦

“Professor  Shertzer”
It was gratifying to read that

Professor Janine Shertzer was selected a
fellow in the American Physical
Society. This is a great honor for her,
the physics department and the
College. I also found the article on
undergraduate research very interest-
ing and nostalgically wished that it
existed when I was a physics major. I
wrote to Professor Shertzer a few years
ago when I saw that she had attended
graduate school at Brown. I confirmed
that a friend and colleague of mine,
Professor Emeritus Stavros Fallieros,
had taught her at Brown. 

I also tried to verify the supposition
that the Class of 1955 holds the
College record for physics majors who
went on to a Ph.D.—namely three:
myself, Edward A. Clark and Donald J.
McGibney (RIP). Unfortunately, the
physics department doesn’t maintain
this information, so Professor Shertzer
was unable to corroborate my class
prejudice. Any information (yea or
nay) would be welcome. But again,
congratulations to Professor Shertzer.

Thomas A. Hughes ’55
Arroyo Grande, Calif. 

"This young middle school is a magical place that is suc-

ceeding in permanently changing the lives of

promising young men ... “
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Editor ’s  Note

W
Visionaries

With Commencement Day and
Reunion Weekends completed, sum-
mer has officially arrived on Mount
St. James. And though parking spots
appear somewhat more numerous and
the lines in Crossroads Café seem a
bit shorter, the Hill is still bustling
with activity. Faculty members are
busy doing research, working on
books and papers and planning con-
ferences. Student interns and
research assistants toil in libraries and
labs. And the grounds crew is busier
than ever maintaining the natural
beauty of our campus. 

As we prepare to ship this issue to
the printer, I like to imagine that
many of our readers are perusing this
edition on the beach, escaping the
workaday routine for a week or two.
Relaxing, regrouping and finding
some restorative time to read, unwind
and maybe even dream a little. 

That would be appropriate,
because in this issue we feature two
unique Holy Cross dreamers: Leo
Cullum ’63 and Abdi Lidonde. 

Cullum segued from a successful
career as a professional pilot to one of
today’s most popular New Yorker car-
toonists. Each week, in his inimitable
way, sometimes gently and sometimes
uproariously, he critiques contempo-
rary life and, at the same time, makes
us laugh. If you’re new to Cullum’s
distinctive take on the human—and
dog, cat and mouse—condition, I rec-

ommend picking up his three pub-
lished volumes, which are available
through the Holy Cross Bookstore. 

Lidonde is a different kind of
visionary. As you will read, he came
to Holy Cross from Kenya over 20
years ago. What he found on
Packachoag Hill was a community
built around a mission that intrigued
and inspired him. Working in the
College’s physical plant department,
Lidonde befriended administrators,
faculty members and students. Over
time—and with the help of his many
friends—he began to dream of a way
to bring that mission back to his
homeland. Of late, his dream is
becoming a reality. You can learn
about it on Page 27. 

And so, for your summer reading
pleasure, we present two portraits of
Holy Cross individuals with excep-
tional perspectives. But before I leave
you to the sun and surf, I want to take
this opportunity to say farewell to my
friend and longtime HCM designer,
Molly Fang. For the last eight years,
Molly has worked tirelessly to make
the pages of our alumni magazine
attractive, vibrant, stylish and inno-
vative. Over the course of 33 issues—
and 2,500 pages!—Molly has been an
essential part of the HCM team,
tending to the magazine’s steady evo-
lution, coping graciously with its edi-
tor’s mercurial decisions, and, with
good cheer, always managing to

squeeze in one more news item, find
that elusive photograph and labor—
often on weekends and late into the
night—to beat an imminent dead-
line. As she moves with her family to
Calgary, Canada, to begin an exciting
new chapter of her life, please join us
in thanking her for all of her hard
work, her patience, her graciousness
and her collegiality. We wish her all
good things. 

John Buckingham



B
Holy Cross graduates 697 at

the College’s 160th
Commencement

Bob Wright ’65, chairman and chief

executive officer of NBC Universal and

vice chairman and executive officer of

the General Electric Company, deliv-

ered the principal address and

received an honorary degree on May

26, as Holy Cross graduated 697 men

and women during its 160th com-

mencement ceremony.

Wright has had one of the longest and

most successful tenures of any media

company chief executive. Under his

leadership, NBC was transformed

from a broadcast network into a glob-

al media powerhouse, with leadership

in broadcast network television, cable

programming, station ownership and

television production. With the forma-

tion of NBC Universal, Wright heads

one of the most rapidly growing and

profitable media and entertainment

companies in the world. 

A former Trustee of the College,

Wright has been inducted into the

Broadcasting and Cable Hall of Fame;

he serves on the boards of the

American Film Institute, the Museum

of Television and Radio and the

Motion Picture and Television Fund

Corporation. Wright has worked

closely with the Archdiocese of New

York on raising support for inner-city

Catholic schools and other projects. He

is also co-founder (with his wife,

Suzanne) of Autism Speaks, an organ-
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News from the Hill

COMMENCEMENT 2006

left to right: Rev. Michael C. McFarland, S.J.; David McCullough; Anne M. Burke; Rev. Angelo D’Agostino, S.J., M.D.; Bob Wright ’65;

Sister Carol Keehan, D.C.; Michael F. Collins, M.D., ’77

John G
illooly
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ization dedicated to raising awareness

and funding to find answers to the

causes of autism.

In his address, Wright congratulated

the graduating students on earning

“the gift” of a Holy Cross education. 

“It’s an education that made you ask

the hard questions,” said Wright. “It’s

an education that opened up your

minds and your hearts. It’s an educa-

tion that—in the best spirit of the lib-

eral arts and Jesuit traditions—

showed you what it means to live the

examined life and a life of service.”

Other individuals receiving honorary

degrees at Commencement were:

Anne M. Burke; Rev. Angelo

D’Agostino, S.J., M.D.; Sister Carol

Keehan, D.C.; and David McCullough.

Burke, the first district judge of the

Appellate Court of Illinois, served for

more than two years as interim chair

of the U.S. Conference of Catholic

Bishops National Review Board—initi-

ating and investigating studies into

the root causes of clergy sexual abuse

and establishing guidelines and poli-

cies for effectively responding to this

issue. Before her appointment to the

Appellate Court, she was special coun-

sel to the Illinois Governor for Child

Welfare Services. 

Fr. D’Agostino is the founder and med-

ical director of the Nyumbani home in

Africa. Before joining the Jesuits in

1955, he was a U.S. Air Force surgeon.

During his novitiate, Fr. D’Agostino

became interested in psychiatry and,

Rev. William J. O’Halloran, S.J., Bob Wright ’65 and Rev. Michael C. McFarland, S.J. Timothy O’Brien ’06

D
an Vaillancourt

D
an Vaillancourt

John G
illooly



upon completing his training, prac-

ticed and taught psychiatry in

Washington, D.C. Suspending his prac-

tice when the Society of Jesus asked

for volunteers to work in Thailand

with Indochinese refugees, he direct-

ed a medical facility at a refugee camp

there. For many years, Fr. D’Agostino

continued his refugee work as coordi-

nator of the Jesuit Refugee Service,

establishing programs in Sudan,

Ethiopia, Zaire and Tanzania. While

directing a retreat house in Africa, he

saw firsthand the growing AIDS crisis

and the number of HIV-infected chil-

dren who were orphaned and suffer-

ing without even minimal services or

care. In 1992, Fr. D’Agostino founded

Nyumbani (“home,” in Swahili) in

Nairobi for abandoned children.

Today, his work has grown to include

a community-based outreach pro-

gram, providing services to thousands

of HIV-infected children and their

families; and the self-sustaining

Nyumbani Village, a community serv-

ing orphans and elders who have been

left behind by the “lost generation”

of the AIDS pandemic. 

Sr. Keehan is president and chief exec-

utive officer of the Catholic Health

Association, the largest not-for-profit

provider of health care services in the

nation. She has worked in administra-

tive and governance positions at hos-

pitals sponsored by the Daughters of

Charity for more than 35 years and has

held influential leadership roles in a

variety of health care, insurance and

educational organizations. In addi-

tion, Sr. Keehan has served on the
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board of directors of many entities,

including the District of Columbia

Hospital Association, Care First/Blue

Cross of Maryland and the National

Capital Area, and St. John’s University.

Past chair of the Florida State Human

Rights Advocacy Commission, she

served 15 years as the president and

chief executive officer of Providence

Hospital, which includes Carroll Manor

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, in

Washington, D.C. Sr. Keehan earned

her bachelor of arts degree in nursing

at St. Joseph’s College in Emmitsburg,

M.D., and her master’s degree in busi-

ness administration at the University

of South Carolina, Columbia.

David McCullough, a widely pub-

lished biographer and historian, is the

author of many books, including

1776, John Adams, The Great Bridge,

The Path between the Seas, Mornings

on Horseback, Brave Companions and

Truman; none of his books has ever

been out of print. A two-time recipi-

ent of the most prestigious prizes in

book publishing—the National Book

Award and the Pulitzer Prize—he has

been called a “master of the art of

narrative history.” During his career,

McCullough has been an editor, essay-

ist, teacher, lecturer and familiar pres-

ence on public television as the host

of Smithsonian World and The

American Experience, and narrator

of numerous documentaries, includ-

ing The Civil War and Napoleon.

This year’s valedictory address was

delivered by Timothy O’Brien ’06 of

King of Prussia, Pa. A political sci-

D
an Vaillancourt

D
an Vaillancourt

D
an Vaillancourt

D
an Vaillancourt



ence major with a concentration in

Latin American and Latino Studies,

O’Brien took part in the College

Honors Program. A member of the

Phi Beta Kappa and Alpha Sigma Nu

honor societies, he was also a 

recipient of the Charles A. Dana

Scholar for Leadership and Scholar-

ship award.

Last semester, O’Brien was selected

by the College’s Center for

Interdisciplinary and Special Studies

as one of two recipients of the

Vannicelli Washington Semester

Program Award for his thesis: “From

Pittsburgh to Providence: God,

Justice Kennedy, and Judicial

Behavior.” He subsequently used his

Washington experience as a spring-

board for his senior thesis, “The

Constitution of Self-Development:

The Jurisprudence of Anthony M.

Kennedy.”

Co-chair of the Appalachia Service

Project, O’Brien had been a senator

at large in the Student Government

Association Senate and an SGA

director of policy. He was also a 

resident assistant and a student rep-

resentative on several faculty-

student committees.

O’Brien’s valedictory address can be

found on Page 86 of this issue. 
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HHoly Cross has convened

a new committee of

alumni and friends to

serve as advisers to the

Board of Trustees and

College administration.  

The Advisory Board,

chaired by John Hamill

’61, held its first meeting

May 4-5 at the Hogan

Campus Center. The 34

members of the board

represent a wide array of

professional backgrounds

and include many former

Trustees and others with

strong personal connec-

tions to the College. 

“This new institution

gives us an opportunity to draw on

the interest, expertise and experi-

ence of a group of people who have

been very involved in the College,”

says Rev. Michael C. McFarland, S.J.,

president, noting that the board has

already proved helpful in a variety

of ways.  “Holy Cross is entering an

exciting and challenging period in its

history, and we’re fortunate to have

help and counsel from this distin-

guished group as we respond to new

challenges and seek to strengthen

our position in higher education.”

Members of the volunteer board will

meet annually.

In addition to Hamill, Advisory Board

members are: Richard L. Ahern ’51;

Gieriet Sullivan Bowen ’86; John P.

Brogan ’66; Raymond I. Bruttomesso

’56; Claire B. Burns ’90; Donal J.

Burns ’49; Rev. Matthew H. Clark;

Rev. David M. Clarke, S.J.; Constance

A. Eagan ’81; John M. Flavan ’53;

John J. Gibbons ’47; William F. Glavin

’53; John P. Glowik Jr. ’73; Stanley E.

Grayson ’72; James J. Grogan ’76;

William P. Guiney ’66; Cecelia Lynett

Haggerty P’87, ’97; Kurt M.

Hertzfeld; H.E. Lentz ’67; Kathleen E.

Marshall; Richard J. Matteis ’58;

William F. McCall Jr. ’55; Kathryn A.

McCarthy; James J. O’Connor ’58;

Jeremiah W. O’Connor Jr. ’63;

Laurence G. O’Donnell ’57; David B.

Perini ’59; Timothy L. Porter ’68;

Cornelius B. Prior Jr. ’56; Rev. Alvaro

F.V. Ribeiro, S.J.; Francis X. Stankard

’53; Agnes N. Williams W’41, and

William J. Williams Jr. ’58.

ADVISORY BOARD holds inaugural meeting

Advisory Board Chair John Hamill ’61

John G
illooly



TThe ninth annual presentation of the

Sanctae Crucis Awards took place at a

campus dinner on May 5. The Awards

are the highest non-degree recogni-

tion bestowed by the College on an

alumnus or alumna. Awards are given

in the categories: Distinguished

Professional Achievement, Out-

standing Community Service and

Outstanding Young Alumnus/Alumna.

This year’s recipients are: Joseph T.

Coyle Jr., M.D., ’65; John J. Mulvihill,

M.D., ’65; William O. Murphy ’56; and

Joseph F. Cistone ’87.  

The Eben S. Draper Professor of

Psychiatry and Neuroscience at

Harvard Medical School, Joseph T.

Coyle Jr., M.D., ’65 is at the forefront

of research on treatments for such

conditions as schizophrenia and

Alzheimer’s disease. The author of

more than 500 scientific articles and

the editor of seven books, Coyle serves

as editor in chief of the Archives of

General Psychiatry. Following gradua-

tion from Holy Cross, he pursued his

medical degree at the Johns Hopkins

School of Medicine in Baltimore. After

an internship in pediatrics, he spent

three years at the National Institutes

of Health as a research fellow.

Returning to Johns Hopkins, Coyle

completed his psychiatric residency

and subsequently joined the faculty

there. Named a professor of neuro-

science and psychiatry in 1980, he

became the director of the division of

child and adolescent psychiatry in

1982; in 1985 he was named the

Distinguished Service Professor. Coyle

joined the staff of Harvard Medical

School in 1991, assuming the chair-

manship of the consolidated depart-

ment of psychiatry, which included the

nine hospital programs of psychiatry

affiliated with the school. He is the

recipient of the John Jacob Abel

Award from the American Society for

Pharmacology and Experimental

Therapeutics; the Gold Medal Award

from the Society for Biological

Psychiatry; the Efron Award from the

American College of Neuropsycho-

pharmacology; the Foundation Fund

Research Award from the American

Psychiatric Association; the McAlpin

Award from the National Mental

Health Association; the Salmon Award

from the New York Academy of

Medicine; and the Pasarow

Foundation Award for Neuroscience.

John J. Mulvihill, M.D., ’65 is one of the

world’s leading experts in medical

genetics, particularly in the area of the

genetics of human cancer. Following

graduation from Holy Cross, Mulvihill

continued his studies, receiving a

bachelor’s degree in medical science

from Dartmouth Medical School in

1967 and his M.D. from the University

of Washington Medical School in

1969. After completing an internship

in medicine and pediatrics at the

University of Washington Hospital, he

spent two years as a research associate

at the epidemiology branch of the

National Cancer Institute; in 1972, he

completed his residency training in

pediatrics at the Johns Hopkins

Hospital in Baltimore. From 1974-

1990, Mulvihill served as chief of the

clinical genetics section of the

National Cancer Institute. Con-

currently, from 1983-1989, he had

been the director of the National

Institutes of Health’s Inter-institute

Medical Genetics Training Program

and director of the National Board

Review Courses for Medical Genetics.

In 1990, Dr. Mulvihill founded the

department of human genetics in the

graduate school of public health at

the University of Pittsburgh; in 1998,

he became the Kimberly V. Talley/

Children’s Medical Research Institute

Chair in Genetics and professor of

pediatrics at the University of

Oklahoma Health Science Center. The

author of more than 270 papers and

150 scientific abstracts, Mulvihill was

selected to revise and re-edit the

definitive catalog of cancers known to

genetic components, titled The

Catalog of Human Cancer Genes. The

recipient of the United States Public

Health Service’s Distinguished Service

Medal, he has been a member of the

National Academy of Sciences Com-

mittee on Advanced Study in China. 

Following graduation from Holy

Cross, William O. Murphy ’56 attend-
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ed Columbia Law School, receiving his

degree in 1960. During his 35-year

career as a top attorney on Wall

Street, Murphy worked on such his-

toric cases as the corporate reorgani-

zation of R.H. Macy & Co., and the

Hanover Trust/Donald Trump debt

restructuring plan. At the pinnacle of

his career as a senior partner with

Simpson, Thacher & Bartlett, Murphy

made the decision to answer a lifelong

calling. Taking a leave of absence from

his firm, he enrolled in the Yale

Divinity School to pursue studies in

theology. Ordained a deacon of the

Diocese of Bridgeport, Conn., in 1998,

Murphy was assigned to St. Joseph’s,

an inner-city parish in South Norwalk,

Conn. Appointed deacon of religious

education, he is a member of the

boards of the Norwalk Food & Shelter

Council; the Norwalk Clergy

Association; and the Gregorian

University Foundation. A director of

the North American Mortgage

Company and the Norwalk chapter of

ACTION-Housing, Inc., Murphy also

serves as a trustee of the Frank J.

Scanlon Foundation, which provides

scholarships to local area schools. 

Joseph F. Cistone ’87 currently serves

as the executive director of the

International Partners in Mission

(IPM), a worldwide, interfaith non-

governmental organization that

works for justice and peace—with

offices in the United States, India, Italy,

Kenya and El Salvador. At the start of

his career, he had worked for the

Greenpeace organization. Receiving

his master of arts degree from Yale

University, Cistone worked on refugee

immigration and reception issues with

Caritas Internationalis in Vatican City.

In 1991, he became the director of

Fondazione, Italy’s only independent

and inter-religious full-service center

for refugees and forced migrants. In

1995, Cistone assumed the position of

associate director of the International

Office for Justice, Peace and Integrity

of Creation, where he served as a del-

egate to the United Nations’ World

Food Summit. Returning to his native

Cleveland in 1997, Cistone served four

years as the vice president of capital,

endowment and philanthropic pro-

grams for the Catholic diocese there,

then accepted the position of execu-

tive director and chief executive offi-

cer of IPM; under his leadership, the

organization has expanded greatly—

with programs in 25 communities

across five continents. Cistone is cur-

rently a Ph.D. candidate at the

Gregorian University in Rome.  

John G
illooly

left to right: Michael F. Collins, M.D., ’77; John J. Mulvihill, M.D., ’65; Joseph T. Coyle Jr., M.D., ’65;

William O. Murphy ’56; Joseph F. Cistone ’87; and Rev. Michael C. McFarland, S.J.
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N
L I P S I T Z named associate dean for student development

wellness programming and the coun-

seling center. Toth was also the archi-

tect of the College’s postvention crisis

and catastrophic response, which has

received national recognition as a

model plan.  

During his tenure, he developed and

oversaw the area of disability services

and provided the leadership for what

is now a well-established assessment

program across all departments of stu-

dent affairs. Over the course of his

employment at Holy Cross, Toth

taught a number of courses on moral

development and ethics. 

He and his wife, Mary, are the par-

ents of four children. They reside in

Auburn, Mass., where Toth has

served on agency boards and school

committees. 

MMatthew Toth, associate dean for stu-

dent development, retired in June

after 36 years at Holy Cross. 

After receiving his Ph.D. from Ohio

University, Toth came to the College

in 1970, seeking a high quality aca-

demic environment that would pro-

vide him the opportunity to exercise

his commitment to counseling stu-

dents. He served as director of the

counseling center until 1997, when he

became the acting vice president for

student affairs. In 1998, he was named

associate dean for student develop-

ment; in that capacity, he has been

responsible for overseeing the depart-

ments of career planning, the summer

internship program, health services,

After three decades of service,
TOTH RETIRES

John Buckingham
John Buckingham

Neal Lipsitz, who most recently

served as the director of the

College’s counseling center, has

been named associate dean for stu-

dent development. He succeeds

Matthew Toth, who retired in June

after 36 years of service to the

College. In his new position, Lipsitz

oversees the department of health

services, the counseling center and

wellness programming—as well as

the areas of disability services and

postvention planning.

Prior to arriving at the College in

July 1999, he had been the senior

staff psychologist at Boston College;

since coming to Holy Cross, Lipsitz

has significantly improved the pro-

grams, services and outreach of the

counseling center. He is responsible

for many new initiatives offered by

the center in support of the well-

being of students. Additionally,

Lipsitz has taught several courses in

the psychology department and has

served as the associate coordinator

of the College’s postvention plan.
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TThe Dean’s Office has announced

that Associate Professor May Sim of

the philosophy department has

received tenure. 

Sim earned her Ph.D. at Vanderbilt

University in Nashville, Tenn.

Contributing editor of The

Crossroads of Norm and Nature:

Essays on Aristotle’s Ethics and

Metaphysics (1995) and From Puzzles

to Principles?: Essays on Aristotle’s

Dialectic (1999), she has recently

undertaken several research projects,

including “Confucian Rights in

Practice,” “The Question of Being,

Non-Being and ‘Creation Ex Nihilo’ in

Chinese Philosophy,” and “Is the Liezi

an Encheiridion?” Sim’s new book,

Remastering Morals with Aristotle

and Confucius, will be published by

Cambridge University Press in 2007. 

President of the Southwestern

Philosophical Society, Sim is also the

chair of the nominating committee

of the Metaphysical Society of

America and director of the

Translation Clearing House.

SIM receives tenure

John Buckingham

Second alumni COLLOQUIUM held

OOn the weekend of May 12-14, the

College hosted the second annual

alumni colloquium. Sponsored by

the Center for Religion, Ethics and

Culture, the theme of this year’s pro-

gram was “Change in a Church that

Cannot Change”—which is also the

title of a new book by featured

speaker, John T. Noonan. Appointed

to the 9th Circuit of the U. S. Court

of Appeals in California by President

Ronald Reagan, Noonan has been

one of the leading interpreters of

Catholicism since the publication in

1965 of his important research on

the history of the Church’s teaching

on contraception. Since that time his

books and essays have helped to

shape the minds of Catholics and

others on crucial issues in moral the-

ory and in the understanding of

American Catholicism. 

Other discussants participating in

the event were: M. Cathleen Kaveny

of the theology department and the

law school of the University of Notre

Dame; Margaret Farley, R.S.M., of

the Yale Divinity School and gradu-

ate department of religious studies;

and James Heft, C.M., founding

director of the Institute for

Advanced Catholic Studies at the

University of Southern California.

Each speaker addressed questions

raised by Noonan’s book, and also

engaged in discussion with Holy

Cross students, faculty and alumni. 

Robert C
arlin
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RRev. Thomas W. Worcester, S.J., associ-

ate professor of history, was recently

named the 2005-06 recipient of the

Mary Louise Marfuggi Faculty Award

for Outstanding Scholarship. Made

possible by a gift from Richard A.

Marfuggi, M.D., ’72, in honor of his

mother, the award recognizes faculty

with an exemplary record of scholar-

ship and outstanding achievement in

the creation of an original work in the

arts and sciences.

“Tom was a key player in creating the

highly acclaimed exhibition Hope and

Healing: Painting in Italy in a Time of

Plague, 1500-1800 at the Worcester

Art Museum last year,” says James

Kee, interim vice president for aca-

demic affairs and dean of the College,

who presented the award. “The exhi-

bition brought a great deal of favor-

able coverage to the city, to the muse-

um, and to Holy Cross, and the exhibi-

tion was also a great critical success,

reviewed favorably by, among others,

The New York Times, Wall Street

Journal, Christian Science Monitor,

and National Catholic Weekly.”

A faculty member since 1994, Fr.

Worcester is active in several profes-

sional associations. He is the author of

Seventeenth-Century Cultural Dis-

course: France and the Preaching of

Bishop Camus (Mouton de Gruyter,

1997) and was one of five co-curators

of a 1999 exhibition at Boston College,

Saints and Sinners: Caravaggio and

the Baroque Image. Fr. Worcester

earned his bachelor’s degree at

Columbia University and his Ph.D. at

the University of Cambridge. He

received a master of theological stud-

ies degree from the Harvard Divinity

School, a licence en philosophie from

the Institut Supérieur de Théologie et

de Philosophie de la Compagnie de

Jésus, Paris, and a licentiate in sacred

theology from the Weston School of

Theology in Cambridge, Mass.

FR.  WORCESTER 
receives Marfuggi Award

NEWS FROM THE HILL
John Buckingham

On April 2, the students of

the Worcester Consortium

Gerontology Studies Program

held the sixth annual

Intergenerational Dance and

Social in the Hogan Campus

Center Ballroom. The event

brought elders and students

together for an afternoon of

fun, food, dancing and enter-

tainment. According to

Edward Thompson, chair of

the sociology and anthropol-

ogy department and director

of the Gerontology Studies

Program, the dance was the

most successful one yet—

with over 300 people in

attendance. 

STUDENTS host 
intergenerational 

DANCE

D
an Vaillancourt
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The Holy Cross Chapel Choir

performed a benefit concert

on April 30 in St. Joseph

Memorial Chapel called “An

Afternoon of Song” to cele-

brate the 30th anniversary of

Abby’s House. Holy Cross has

had a long and active part-

nership with the Worcester

non-profit agency, which

serves the needs of low-

income and battered women

and their children. Holy Cross

women students have staffed

the emergency shelter at the

center for three overnights

each week throughout the

academic year for 30 years.

Paul Melley, assistant chap-

lain and director of liturgical

music at the College, said

$1,000 was raised by the

effort.

NEWS FROM THE HILL

S U M M E R  2 0 0 6

IRAQ WAR DISPLAY
produces dialogue

IIn April, students created a display on

Kimball Quad meant to “promote crit-

ical thought and discussion while also

commemorating and memorializing

all those who have died as a result of

the war in Iraq.” These students had

been disturbed by the silence on cam-

pus about the war. The display was

made up of 1,000 green stakes, repre-

senting Iraqi deaths in the war, and 26

white stakes, representing the num-

ber of American casualties of the

war. The stakes were hammered into

the ground in front of Kimball in

neat rows. 

Two days later, a sign which explained

the display was torn down and an

American flag with a new sign was put

up in its place. That sign read

“Freedom is not free.” The students

who had set up the display accepted

the action as dialogue and left the

sign and flag hanging. 

The next evening, many of the stakes

representing Iraqi deaths were

ripped out of the ground. Organizers

of the original display decided to

leave the stakes in disarray, stoking

the debate over the war and broad-

ening the discussion to include issues

of free speech. 

The destruction of the display brought

indignation from students, faculty,

staff and administrators, and led to

the decision to schedule a campus

forum on April 11, to allow people to

address the issues: the Iraq War and its

implications; the centrality of free

speech; and the imperative that 

the campus be 

a place where

respectful, seri-

ous and thought-

ful dialogue can

take place. A

panel of faculty

and students

offered reflec-

tions, and audi-

ence members

c o n t r i b u t e d  

questions and

comments. 

John Buckingham

College celebrates
30th anniversary of
ABBY’S HOUSE
with benefit concert

photo courtesy H
oly C

ross C
haplains’ O

ffice
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NEWS FROM THE HILL

W
illiam

 C
oupon

S E P T.  2 2 - 2 3 ,  2 0 0 6
H O G A N  C A M P U S  C E N T E R

F R I D AY,  S E P T.  2 2 ,  2 0 0 6 ,  D I N N E R  A N D  TA L K

K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R :

Maggie Wilderotter ’77, chairman and chief executive officer, 
Citizens Communications Company

S AT U R D AY,  S E P T.  2 3 ,  2 0 0 6 ,  B R E A K FA S T  A N D  L U N C H

K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R S :

Sheila Cavanaugh ’81, senior vice president, Fidelity Investments

Julie Halpin ’84, founder and chief executive officer, The Geppetto Group 

Kristen O’Hara ’92, senior vice president and managing director, Time Warner
Global Marketing 

PA N E L  D I S C U S S I O N S  C O V E R I N G  A  R A N G E  O F  T O P I C S ,  I N C L U D I N G :  

C A R E E R  A D VA N C E M E N T  A N D  W O R K / L I F E  B A L A N C E

PA N E L I S T S :

Suzanne Buchta ’95, vice president, Bank of America

Ann Marie Connolly ’74, senior consultant, Maguire Associates

Constance Eagan ’81, senior vice president, Bank of America

Susan Feitelberg ’84, financial adviser and vice president, 
JPMorgan Chase & Company

Nancy Froude ’77, senior vice president and chief operating officer, 
Affiliated Computer Services, Inc. (ACS)

Joan Gillman ’85, vice president, Time Warner Cable

Jennifer Haskell ’93, senior manager, Deloitte & Touche LLP

Cheryl Martin ’84, general manager, Rohm and Haas Company

S P E C I A L  S E S S I O N :  P R O F E S S I O N A L  P R E S E N C E ,  

C O M M U N I C AT I O N  A N D  D R E S S

Kate Carleton, executive and business coach

The Conference, which is open to all Holy Cross alumna and students, is free
of charge to all registered participants. For more information or, to register,
contact David Chu, prebusiness adviser, by phone at (508) 793-2206, or by 
e-mail, at dchu@holycross.edu

A N N O U N C I N G
The Holy Cross Women in Business Conference

Celebrating three decades of Holy Cross women in business

Honoring the success of Holy Cross women in business

Inspiring future Holy Cross women leaders in business

Photo courtesy of Sheila C
avanaugh ’81

Photo courtesy of Julie H
alpin ’84

Photo courtesy of K
risten O

’H
ara ’92
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Calendar of Events

Important Dates:
J U LY  3 0 - Fourth Annual Summer Passport Program
A U G .  1 9 Funded by a grant from The Goizueta Foundation

A U G .  2 0 - 2 5 Odyssey 2010: a Preview of your 
Holy Cross Journey
An optional orientation program for ALANA
(African-American, Latin American, Asian-
American and Native American) and 
international students

A U G .  2 6 Arrival of First-Year Students (Class of 2010)
Mass of the Holy Spirit

A U G .  3 0 First Day of Classes

S E P T.  3 0 Fall Homecoming

O C T.  2 7 - 2 9 Family Weekend

N O V.  4 - 5 President’s Council

D E C .  7 Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols 8 p.m.
Holy Cross College Choir
St. Joseph Memorial Chapel 

Center for Religion, Ethics and
Culture:
S E P T.  7 Thomas More Lecture on Faith, 7:30 p.m.

Work and Civic Life:
Edward J. Ludwig ’73, of Becton, 
Dickinson and Company
Rehm Library

S E P T.  1 1 Lecture in Ministry: Sr. Helen Prejean, 7 p.m.
C.S.J., author of Dead Man Walking: An Eyewitness
Account of the Death Penalty in the United States
Hogan Campus Center Ballroom

O C T.  1 9 Deitchman Family Lecture on Religion 7:30 p.m.
and Modernity: Julie Reuben, professor of 
education at Harvard and author of The Making 
of the Modern University: Intellectual Transformation
and the Marginalization of Morality
Rehm Library

O C T.  2 3 Lecture in Ministry: 7:30 p.m.
Sr. Sandra M. Schneiders, I.H.M., of the Jesuit
School of Theology at Berkeley in California
Rehm Library

N O V.  6 Deitchman Family Lecture on Religion 7:30 p.m.
and Modernity: Rev. John Staudenmaier, S.J.,
director of the Office of Mission and Identity,
University of Detroit (Mich.) Mercy and editor of
the quaterly journal Technology and Culture
Rehm Library 

For more information, please call 508-793-3869.

Holy Cross Chapel Artists Series:
The complete organ works of the 17th-century North German
organist-composer Dieterich Buxtehude will be presented in com-
memoration of the 300th anniversary of the composer’s death, in
the following cycle of eight concerts:

Concert I: Sept. 24 Concert V: Feb. 11
Concert II: Oct. 15 Concert VI: March 18
Concert III: Nov. 12 Concert VII: April 1
Concert IV: Dec. 10 Concert VIII: April 22

Distinguished artist in residence and College organist, James
David Christie, will perform the concerts at 3 p.m. in St. Joseph
Memorial Chapel. For more information, please call 508-793-
3528.

Concert Series:
FA M I LY  W E E K E N D  C O N C E R T S :

O C T.  2 7 Holy Cross College Choir
St. Joseph Memorial Chapel

O C T.  2 7 Holy Cross Jazz Ensemble
Hogan Campus Center

O C T.  2 8 Holy Cross Chamber Orchestra 3 p.m.
Brooks Concert Hall

N O V.  1 0 Holy Cross Chamber Singers Concert 8 p.m.
Brooks Concert Hall

D E C .  1 Gamelan Gita Sari Concert 8 p.m.
Brooks Concert Hall

Theatre Performances:
N O V.  2 - 4  & The Holy Cross Theatre Department 8 p.m.
N O V.  9 - 1 1 presents: Good, by C.P. Taylor

Fenwick Theatre
Box Office: 508-793-2496

N O V.  3 0 - The Alternate College Theatre presents:
D E C .  3 Rumors, by Neil Simon

Nov. 30-Dec. 2, 8 p.m.; Dec. 2-3, 2 p.m.
Box Office: 508-793-3536

The Iris & B. Gerald Cantor Art Gallery:
A U G .  3 0 - Adrienne Farb: Spiritual Landscapes, 1980-2006
D E C .  1 5 First exhibition offering a survey of the works of

New York-based abstract painter Adrienne Farb
Curators: Jay A. Clarke ’88 and Professor Joanna
Ziegler of the visuals arts department
Reception for the artist: Oct. 13, from 5:30-7 p.m.

O C T.  1 3 Symposium: Contemporary Art and 2-5 p.m.
the Future of Abstraction
Guest speakers include: Carter Foster, of the
Whitney Museum of American Art; 
Judith Tannebaum, of the The Museum of Art,
Rhode Island School of Design; and 
James Panero, of The New Criterion.
Hogan Campus Center, room 519
For more information, please call 508-793-3356.

For more news about upcoming events and for up-to-date 
information about the campus, please visit the Holy Cross 

Web site at www.holycross.edu
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B Y  J A M E S  D E M P S E Y

The popular New Yorker artist creates 

a riotous menagerie of attorney dogs, 

businessman cats, TV-watching mice and 

fashion-challenged penguins. 

The
Cartoon World 

of Leo 
Cullum ’63

AA balding, well-dressed businessman is glaring down at the
family cat, who sits, attentive and tail erect, beside the litter
box. The stern-faced businessman speaks:

“Never, ever think outside the box.”
*

A courtroom scene: the judge looks down at the defen-
dant, an apprehensive dog wearing a suit and tie. The defense
lawyer puts a comforting hand on the shoulder of his canine
client.

“You’re going to do time,” he whispers, “but I’m trying to
get it in dog years.”

*
The doctor is a rabbit. The patient is a snowman with a

large carrot nose. “We could reshape your nose with conven-

D
avid Strick



tional surgery,” says the doctor-rabbit, eyeing the carrot
greedily, “but I’m going to suggest something radical.”

*
The world of Leo Cullum ’63 is one of humanoid animals

and animal-like humans. Dogs in business suits sit at bars and
commiserate over their martinis. Mice get psychoanalyzed.
Parrots argue politics. Cats discuss the point of life while
waiting patiently at a baseboard mouse hole. It’s all very
bizarre, yet somehow thoroughly familiar. Who wouldn’t
cheer for the mouse trying to forge an anti-cat alliance with a
gullible-looking dog by reminding him that “the enemy of
your enemy is your friend”?

The art of the cartoonist is that of the minimalist. Given a
tiny space and using only a few words of text, he or she has no
more than a second or two to create a believable world, popu-
late it with recognizable characters, offer us a unique take on
the human animal and make us laugh, often at ourselves. It’s
quite a trick.

Cullum has been performing this trick since 1977 for the
readers of The New Yorker, in which he has published 612 car-
toons. “Leo is a classic gag cartoonist,” says Bob Mankoff, car-
toon editor of The New Yorker. “He is a master at creating an
extraordinary image and then teaming it up with some ordi-
nary, everyday phrase that lets us, for an instant, enjoy the
logical craziness of a perfect cartoon.”

Cullum always had an interest in art. He remembers as a
child visiting the home of an uncle who painted and whose
studio was stuffed with paints and drawing supplies. “I loved
that room,” says Cullum.

He grew up in North Bergen, N.J., where his father,

Thomas ’30, ran a trucking company. Among the family’s
many friends was one James Braddock—the boxer who
would go on to overcome enormous odds and, a 10-1 under-
dog, win the heavyweight championship of the world from
Max Baer. Cullum attended St. Peter’s Preparatory School
with future Holy Cross classmates Barry Tyne, Phil
Martorelli, Richie Macchia, Bill Reid and Hugh McCormick.

Young Cullum quickly learned the power of humor.
“Everybody seemed to be my older brother Tom’s age, so I
was always attempting to fit in, usually by means of humor,”
he says.

The Cullums lived just across the Hudson from
Manhattan, but trips to the city were usually only for special
events such as the rodeo or performances by cowboy enter-
tainers Gene Autry and Roy Rogers. More often than not,
Cullum and his friends would spend their free time riding
their bicycles or using public transportation. “A big adven-
ture would be to ride our bikes across the George Washington
Bridge, drop eggs on boats, climb the Palisades or go explor-
ing the derelict barges along the shore of the Hudson River,”
he says.

Summers were often spent at his uncle’s Camp Notre
Dame on Lake Spofford in New Hampshire. Cullum remem-
bers the talent shows at which monologues were delivered by
a young would-be comedian called George Carlin. The camp,
Cullum says, was good training for his days at Holy Cross,
offering its young guests such delights as freezing mornings
and compulsory Mass.

Cullum was destined for Holy Cross. His father was an
alumnus, after all, and the uncle after whom he was named,
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“You’re kidding. I thought it was Friday.”

“But that was long ago, before we dipped our bread in olive oil.”



Rev. Leo A. Cullum, was a Jesuit. Fr. Cullum, who was taken
by the Japanese as a prisoner of war in World War II, spent
most of his adult life as a missionary in the Philippines. He
eventually became Father Provincial of the islands. 

Cullum did not have a lot of spare time for art at Holy
Cross. He recalls that there was a studio art course offered
in a Quonset hut near the St. Joseph Memorial Chapel,
but Cullum couldn’t afford the luxury of a not-for-credit
course. He did some drawing for The Crusader and pro-
duced a few campaign posters for friends running for
school office.

His other memories of Holy Cross include the “great
camaraderie” of the institution; late-night discussion of The
Ugly American with Rev. Joseph Labran, S.J., “who lived on
Fenwick 4 with us freshman year and always had time for a
talk”; and, again, the wintry temperatures of Mount St.
James. In fact, Cullum is pretty sure his undergraduate career
at Holy Cross was one long, shivering, sniffling four-year
cold. He is now settled in sunny Malibu, happily exchanging
the inconveniences of brush fires and the occasional earth-
quake for the region’s temperate weather.

Once a year or so, Cullum’s parents would visit him at
Holy Cross to take him to dinner at the old Putnam and
Thurston’s restaurant in downtown Worcester. This was an
outing that provided a “welcome relief from the dining in
Kimball Hall.” He also recalls visiting Mechanics Hall during
its incarnation as a boxing venue to see classmates Mac
Buckley and Peter Cox duke it out under their ring names of
Denny Mack and Slim Peters respectively. 

Cullum majored in English in a class that included future
poet laureate Billy Collins. But he himself wasn’t a writer,
reserving his literary skills for letters home requesting
money. His last year was a mix of pain and pleasure. The
pain was provided by a class in Greek taught by Rev. Francis
X. Carty, S.J. The pleasure came when Fr. Carty allowed

Cullum and others to make up missed work by performing
The Medea in English. 

“I always felt the play lost something in the original
Greek,” he says aphoristically. Cullum often seems to be try-
ing out gag lines for future cartoons.

Hugh McCormick, M.D., ’63, was a childhood friend of
Cullum’s, and the two often drove home from Holy Cross to
New Jersey in what McCormick called his “illegitimate” car.
Students weren’t supposed to have cars until their final year,

but McCormick took the risk of suspension and kept his in a
rented garage at the top of College Hill. The trips gave the
two young men plenty of time to talk. 

“He was a quiet but somehow very entertaining and funny
guy,” McCormick says. “Look at his cartoons, and you really
see his personality.”

It was at Holy Cross that Cullum decided to become a
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“He is a master at creating an extraordinary 

image and then teaming it up with some 

ordinary, everyday phrase that lets us, for an instant, 

enjoy the logical craziness of a perfect cartoon.”

“It’s thornlike in appearance, but I need to order a battery of tests.”
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time. Some of my best friends are those I met in the Marine
Corps or went to Vietnam with.”

*
TWA Flight 800 was on its way from New York to Paris

on July 17, 1996, when the plane exploded off Long Island
and plunged into the sea, killing all 230 people on board. At
the time, Cullum was dining with his wife at Michael’s
Restaurant in Santa Monica; Michael McCarty, the restau-
rateur and an old friend of the Cullums, came from the
kitchen ashen-faced and told them Flight 800 had blown up.

“Michael rode, and I flew that flight regularly,” Cullum
says. “It was a shock.”

I had flown with most of the cockpit crew; I knew some
of the fellows in the back heading on to vacation with their
wives, and I knew the cabin crew. I was shaken.”

About three days later, Cullum flew from New York to
Athens, a flight that used the same departure route. He and
his crew were painfully aware when they reached the loca-
tion and the altitude at which Flight 800 had exploded. 

“At that point, 13 minutes into the flight, everyone was
very quiet,” he says. “It wasn’t a good feeling.”

The official explanation for the disaster, that an electri-
cal spark ignited the fuel in the plane’s center tank, Cullum
doesn’t accept.  

“They never resolved
it to my satisfaction,” he
says. “I still think it was a
foreign missile—or possi-
bly a U.S. missile—
which has been denied
vehemently.  I  don’t
believe it was an internal
explosion.”

*
Along with most of

the country, Cullum
watched in disbelieving
horror as the World
Trade Center towers
burned and collapsed on
the morning of Sept. 11,
2001, killing almost
3,000 people. Two days
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A Life in the AIR

Leo Cullum ’63 has had two very different careers. His
main job these days is to make people laugh at life, but as a
flyer in Vietnam and as a commercial pilot operating in an
era of terrorism, he witnessed the darker side of human
existence.

Like many young men his age, he found Vietnam a
sobering experience. “There was always the stress there,
knowing you could be captured the next day,” Cullum says.
“In a way, we were better off than the ground troops
because we never saw the effects of injuries on people. If
something happened to one of our comrades, they just dis-
appeared. We didn’t have to deal with a friend being terri-
bly wounded,” he adds.

“The country was beautiful from the air. I was glad to
leave, but I look back at it as an intense and interesting
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