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Readers Write

In the winter 2004 issue of Holy Cross
Magazine, Peter Kranstover’s recollection
of the “Days of Rage” jumbles the
chronology a bit.

1. The black student walkout
occurred at the end of 1969, the semester
before the Cambodian bombings and
Kent State, not after.

2. The demonstration at the ROTC
building occurred the night of 6 May
1970, based on his memory of the RSU
speech and the rock through the window.
This was the second consecutive night of
demonstrations at the Air Force ROTC
building (the Navy ROTC at the time
was located in O’Kane) and the leader-
ship of the College was significantly
more visible during these demonstrations
than he remembers. Fr. Swords, then
president of the College, personally inter-
vened the first night and convinced the
students to disperse. The second night,
Fr. Brooks acted as a relay between the
students and Fr. Swords and the demon-
stration ended when Fr. Swords agreed to
meet with the students in the Hogan

ballroom.

Mr. Kranstover and [ both heard
rumors of an intent to burn the Air Force
ROTC building, but I never believed
them. There may have been a few who
would have attempted such an act, but
the great majority of students opposing
the war were intent on not letting any
such thing happen. I believe that the
‘grace’ Mr. Kranstover experienced
derived from the relatively small size of
the College and the fact that bitter war
opponents found themselves living on
the same hallway, taking the same class-
es, and participating in the same
extracurricular activities. If there was not
agreement, there was usually respect for

the people on the other side.

Brendan J. O’'Donnell 71
Fairfax, Va.
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First, [ want to say that Pages 4 through
13 of the winter issue of Holy Cross
Magazine are some of the best pages that
have appeared in any issue in a long

time.

I am really writing because I am
appalled that you would publish only one
letter to the editor about the disgraceful
article in the prior magazine on eating
disorders. You also show no sensitivity by
showing that terrible cover again. You, I
think—and I know Fr. McFarland—
received letters that said how wrong it
was to have that cover and to make a
story like that as the main article in an
alumni magazine. If you are going to
print any letters, you should give a bal-

anced view.

I would hope in the future you think
about articles and the people you are

serving with the magazine.

W.F. Glavin ’53
Vero Beach, Fla.

Reading Mike Neagle’s “The Fight Club”
article in the winter 2004 edition
brought back many fond memories. I was
sitting in the locker room, getting my
hands taped, and I had just wished Kevin
McEneaney "80 good luck in his bout
with my football teammate, Jim
Haldeman ’77. A minute later, someone
banged on the door and yelled, “You're
up. Kevin just knocked Jimmy out!”
remember being surprised at the brevity
of the bout, and I laced up to face Jack
McGovern '80 in the last fight of the
night.

I had some amateur experience, and
Jack (a future Holy Cross Hall of Famer)
did not. I was playing it for laughs, using
an empty keg as a stool, and one of my
cornermen was dressed as Tarzan. |
thought that if I could just outpoint him
for three rounds and neither of us got
hurt, we would both soon be drinking

beer in a social room somewhere.

The only problem was that I forgot to
tell Jack my plan: he had other ideas.
About 30 seconds into the first round,
Jack caught me with a left hook, my
mouthpiece went flying, and the war was
on. I ended up winning a decision that

probably could have gone either way.

That night was the last time [ ever
boxed. I did get to play for two football
teams that beat Boston College; we also
beat an Air Force team coached by Bill
Parcells. Athletics was a memorable part

of my Holy Cross experience.

Joe Miller ’80
Stratford, Conn.



Editor’'s Note

hough it was 25 years ago, I recall the
night with an unusual degree of clarity.
It was 16 June 1979, a Saturday
evening. Just a month after [ had com-
pleted my sophomore year, I found
myself back on campus, as a student
worker during reunion weekend.

The job was a delight, not because
of the pay or prestige, of course—I was
an alumni office gofer, stuffing
envelopes, sorting dorm keys, carting
luggage and running general errands.
No, the delight came from the people I
was working for (Pat McCarthy ’63 and
Tom Ryan ’76) and with (my classmate
and friend, Jack O’'Donnell ’81). All in
all, it was a fine week of work, capped
off by a reunion weekend that was as
edifying as it was enjoyable. I was intro-
duced to countless alumni and their
spouses and heard stories both touching
and outrageous. (In fact, I've long har-
bored the notion of collecting the more
outrageous tales into a “Myths &
Legends of Holy Cross” issue of HCM.)

By Saturday night, the evening of
the General Alumni Banquet, much of
our work was done, and Jack O’D and I
were a bit tired but ready to enjoy the
culmination of the festivities. The
keynote speaker that year was Will
Jenks ’54. Though he had spent only a
year at Holy Cross, I was told that Jenks
was the heart and soul of the Class of
’54. 1 settled into a corner at the very
back of the Hogan Ballroom and gave

my attention to Mr. Jenks. And over

and

the Power of LLove

the course of the next 20 minutes or so,
I received an education about my col-
lege, my faith and my life.

[ have heard my share of fine speak-
ers at Holy Cross. I recall being over-
whelmed by activist Dick Gregory early
in my first year on the Hill. I remember
hearing poet Stanley Kunitz talk to a
small circle of students about his early
years in Worcester, and poet Stephen
Spender reminisce about his days with
T.S. Eliot. But I have never heard any-
one who impressed me more, moved me
more and enlightened me more than
Will Jenks. With humility, humor and
passion, he delivered an endearing talk
regarding the power of caritas to deliver
all of us from selfishness, from igno-
rance and from despair.

Drawing from his own life, Jenks
explained that while his time on cam-
pus had ended when he contracted
polio after his freshman year, his Holy
Cross experience had endured and
grown rich over the last quarter centu-
ry. In a concise 16 paragraphs, Will
Jenks described lovingly how a commu-
nity came together to embrace one
man. And how that one man became a
focal point for the best aspirations of
that community. In short, Jenks gave
testimony to everything that is extraor-
dinary and unique about Holy Cross.

Will Jenks died on Dec. 24, 1989.
But his words, his example and his spir-
it live on in a new book, Let Yourself Be

Loved, edited by Jenks’s friend and class-

mate, William J. Kane ’54. You can read
about the book in this issue of HCM,
and you can purchase a copy through
the Holy Cross Bookstore. A moving
compendium of letters, biography,
anecdotes and photographs, it is a must
for the library of every alumnus. And at
the heart of the book, you will find that
marvelous reunion address from that
June night in 1979. Twenty-five years

later, it continues to inspire.
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News from the Hill
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RPI PRESIDENT,

HIRLEY ANN JACKSON, PRESIDENT OF RENSSELAER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE,
DELIVERED THE PRINCIPAL ADDRESS AND RECEIVED AN HONORARY DEGREE AT
THE COLLEGE’'S 158TH COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY ON MAY 28. Holy Cross grad-
uated 676 men and women during the ceremony, held at Fitton Field.

A theoretical physicist, Jackson received her Ph.D. in theoretical elementary particle physics
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1973. Prior to becoming Rensselaer’s presi-
dent, Jackson held senior positions in government, as chairperson of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission; in industry, as a theoretical physicist at the former AT&T Bell Laboratories; and, in
higher education, as a professor of theoretical physics at Rutgers University. Jackson is president
of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), the world’s largest gener-
al scientific society and publisher of Science magazine. The first African American woman to
receive a Ph.D. from M.LT. in any subject area, she is also the first African American woman to
lead a national research university.

Honorary degrees were also given to Rev. Michael J. Gillgannon, founder and director of
campus ministry for the La Paz, Bolivia Archdiocese; Alice McDermott, National Book Award
winner and author of five acclaimed novels; and Richard P. Traina, former president of Clark
University.

Holy Cross Magazine will carry full coverage of Commencement in the summer issue.
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MORTON departs
DEAN'S OFFICE

MARY MORTON, ASSOCIATE DEAN OF THE COLLEGE, HAS
ACCEPTED A POSITION AS DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND
SCIENCES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON. Morton, who received her

Ph.D. in biochemistry from Dartmouth Medical School in 1988, was an NIH post-

doctoral fellow at University of Washington.

Arriving at Holy Cross in 1991 as a Charles A. Dana Faculty Fellow, she

recently served as science coordinator—a position in which she organized the

summer undergraduate research program and oversaw the science and mathe-

matics partnership between Holy Cross and the Worcester Public Schools. A

member of the Society for Neuroscience, American Society for Cell Biology, American Society for Biochemistry and

Molecular Biology, and the Council on Undergraduate Research, Morton has served on outside review committees for

biology departments since 1994; she has also been a frequent member of NIH and NSF grant review panels since 1993.

“Dayton is very fortunate to have recruited Mary for this position,” says Stephen C. Ainlay, vice president for aca-

demic affairs and dean of the College. “During her time at Holy Cross she established herself as one of our most effec-

tive teachers, a productive scholar and an effective administrator. During her time in the Dean’s Office, she brought

imagination and dedication to her work, and it's been my great privilege to work with her.”

O'Donnell "86 named
PREBUSINESS ADVISOR

EDWARD T. O'DONNELL ’86,
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF HIS-
TORY, HAS AGREED TO SERVE
AS THE COLLEGE'S NEXT PRE-
BUSINESS ADVISOR, taking over
from Nancy Baldiga, associate profes-
sor of economics. Over 350 students
currently participate in the prebusiness
program.

An active member of the Holy Cross
community, O’'Donnell has served on

the Academic Affairs Council and the

Community Standards Board. A
tenured associate professor at Hunter
College when he joined the faculty at
Holy Cross in 2001, he earned his mas-
ter of arts degree and Ph.D. at
Columbia University. O’'Donnell is the
author of 7001 Things Everyone Should
Know About Irish American History and
Ship Ablaze: The Forgotten Story of the
Burning of the General Slocum and the

Loss of a Thousand Lives.
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DECISIONS ANNOUNCED

THIS SPRING, SEVEN MEMBERS OF THE HOLY CROSS FACULTY HAVE BEEN PROMOTED
TO THE RANK OF ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR WITH TENURE.

Susan Amatangelo, of the modern languages and literatures department, earned her Ph.D. in Italian
literature from Harvard University. While at Holy Cross, she has been a member of the Academic Affairs
Council as well as a study abroad liaison for students studying in Florence. Founding the Holy Cross chap-
ter of the Italian honor society, Gamma Kappa Alpha, in 1998, Amatangelo has served as both president
and vice president of the Holy Cross chapter of Phi Beta Kappa. She is the author of the forthcoming book,
Figuring Women: A Thematic Study of Giovanni Verga’s Female Characters (Fairleigh Dickinson University

Press). Amatangelo is a resident of Worcester.

Shawn Lisa Maurer, of the English department, earned her Ph.D. from the University of Michigan. A
member of the Holy Cross faculty since 2000, she is the director of the English Honors Program and an
active participant in the women’s and gender studies concentration. Last fall, Maurer received a Holy Cross
Research and Publication Award. Author of Proposing Men: Dialectics of Gender and Class in the
Eighteenth-Century English Periodical (Stanford University Press), she has edited Elizabeth Inchbald’s 1796
novel Nature and Art for Broadview Press. Maurer lives in Jamaica Plain, Mass. with her husband and their

two children.

Edward T. O’'Donnell 86, of the history department, earned his Ph.D. from Columbia University. A
member of the Holy Cross faculty since 2001, he serves on the Community Standards Board and the
Academic Affairs Council. The author of three books, including the forthcoming Talisman of a Lost Hope:
Henry George and Gilded Age America (New York: Columbia University Press), O'Donnell also writes a col-
umn called the “Hibernian Chronicle” in the Irish Echo. A 1986 Holy Cross graduate, O’'Donnell lives in

Holden, Mass., with his wife, Stephanie, and their four daughters, Erin, Kelly, Michelle and Katherine.

HOLY CROSS MAGAZINE
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Ellen Perry, of the classics department, earned her Ph.D. in classical art and archaeology from the
University of Michigan. A member of the Holy Cross faculty since 1997, she has served on the Academic
Affairs Council and the Curricular Goals Committee. Perry is the author of the forthcoming The Aesthetics
of Emulation in the Visual Arts of Ancient Rome (Cambridge University Press). She is a resident of Auburn,

Mass.

Catherine A. Roberts, of the mathematics and computer science department, earned her Ph.D. from
Northwestern University. A member of the Holy Cross faculty since 2001, she serves on the Curricular Goals
Committee and, also, on the Committee on Academic Standing. Roberts has received several research
grants, including three from the National Science Foundation (NSF). She was recently appointed editor of
Natural Resource Modeling, an interdisciplinary journal published by the Rocky Mountain Mathematics
Consortium and the Resource Modeling Association. Roberts lives in Jefferson, Mass., with her husband,

a professor at WPI, and their two sons.

John A. Schmalzbauer, of the sociology and anthropology department, earned his Ph.D. from
Princeton University. A member of the Holy Cross faculty since 1998, he serves on numerous College com-
mittees, including the Winter Convocation Planning Committee, the Honorary Degree/Commencement
Speaker Committee and the Faculty Catholic Studies Reading Group Committee. He is the author of
People of Faith: Religious Conviction in American Journalism and Higher Education (Cornell University
Press, 2003), a book based on interviews with 40 high-profile Catholics and evangelicals in journalism and

academic social sciences, including Cokie Roberts, Fred Barnes and Peter Steinfels.

Ward J. Thomas, of the political science department, earned his Ph.D. from The Johns Hopkins
University. A member of the Holy Cross faculty since 1997, he has served on a number of College com-
mittees, including the Student Life Council, the Athletic Council and the Faculty Affairs Committee. He is
the author of The Ethics of Destruction: Norms and Force in International Relations (Cornell University
Press, 2001). Since Sept. 11, he has appeared on several panels and round tables addressing the U.S.
response to terrorism; his essays have appeared in The Boston Globe and Holy Cross Magazine. Thomas

lives in West Boylston, Mass., with his wife, Kari, and their two sons, Jack and Patrick.

SPRING 2004
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left to right, back row: Michael F. Collins,
M.D., ‘77, Rev. Michael C. McFarland, S.J.;
front row: Patrick E. Clancy ‘68, Julia A.
Dowd '94, William F. Crowley Jr., M.D., ‘65,
and John J Higgins ‘76

he seventh annual presentation of the
Sanctae Crucis Awards, the highest non-
degree recognition bestowed by the College
on an alumnus or alumna, took place on
May 7. Awards are given in the categories:
Distinguished Professional Achievement,
Outstanding Community Service and
Outstanding Young Alumnus/Alumna. This
year's recipients are: Patrick E. Clancy ‘68,
William F. Crowley Jr, M.D., ‘65, Julia A.

Dowd ‘94 and John J. Higgins ‘76.

[
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Award Presented

As a student, Patrick Clancy ‘68 was one
of the founders of SPUD—Student Programs
for Urban Development, a premier Holy
Cross institution, which provides more than
600 students to work at a wide variety of
social service projects around the Worcester
area. Graduating magna cum laude from
Holy Cross, Clancy earned his juris doctor
from Harvard Law School, where he edited
The Civil Rights, Civil Liberties Law Review.
In 1971, he joined The Community Builders,

HOLY CROSS MAGAZINE




a Boston-based nonprofit housing development
corporation whose mission—simple in concep-
tion and complex in execution—was stated in its
name. By 1976, Clancy had become the compa-
ny’s chief executive officer. For the last 33 years,
he has worked tirelessly to develop, finance and
manage affordable housing in communities
across the nation. With a staff of 400, Clancy has
created over 15,000 units of housing and has
arranged for community development financing
totaling more than one billion dollars.

After graduating from Holy Cross, William
Crowley ‘65 earned his medical degree from
Tufts University and completed his residency at
Massachusetts General Hospital. Through the
years, he has tenaciously pursued his research
interests in the neuroendocrine and genetic
control of reproduction in the human. The chief
of the reproductive endocrine unit at Mass
General and the director of the National Center
for Infertility Research, Crowley is also a profes-
sor of medicine and the director of the Harvard-
wide Reproductive Endocrine Sciences Center at
Harvard Medical School. In addition, he is the
director of the National Center for Infertility
Research. The recipient of the first “Mentor of
the Year”
Endocrinology group, Crowley was the recipient

award from the Women in

of the “Clinical Investigator Award” from The
Endocrine Society. Last fall, his laboratories at
Massachusetts General Hospital were part of the
team hailed for a breakthrough in what has
been called “one of the great mysteries of
human biology”—the discovery of the “Harry
Potter gene,” which plays a key role in regulat-
ing the onset of puberty. The discovery is expect-
ed to lead to major infertility and cancer treat-
ments.

Following graduation, Julia A. Dowd 94
spent a year with the Jesuit Volunteer Corps in
San Francisco, working with homeless families at

an emergency shelter. In 1995, Dowd became
the program coordinator at St. Ignatius Parish in
San Francisco, establishing the parish’s first
Parish Council and coordinating its religious
education, social justice and community life pro-
grams. In 1998, she became the parish’s director
of social ministries, securing a one million dollar
endowment from the Jesuit community at the
University of San Francisco to develop numerous
social justice programs. In the midst of creating,
financing and orchestrating a plethora of out-
reach programs, Dowd also managed to earn a
master of arts degree in theology; recently, she
has earned a second master’s degree in non-
profit administration. Dowd is currently the
coordinator of program development at the
University of San Francisco’s Leo T. McCarthy
Center for Public Service & the Common Good.
In this capacity, she is currently working to
establish an Institute of Catholic Social Thought
within the Center.

After a year spent with the Jesuit Volunteer
Corps following graduation, Jack Higgins ‘76
began honing his craft at The
Northwestern in Evanston, Ill. Soon, he pro-

Daily

gressed to freelance work for the Chicago Sun-
Times, eventually earning a staff position at that
paper as editorial cartoonist. In 1989, his topical,
witty and intelligent editorial cartoons earned
him a Pulitzer Prize. Higgins is also the recipient
of a Scripps-Howard Award; a Peter Lisagor
Award; and the John Fischetti editorial cartoon-
ing award. He is a two-time winner of the Sigma
Delta Chi
Professional Journalists. In 1996, Higgins was

Award from the Society of

named “lllinois Journalist of the Year.” His work
has appeared as the front piece on volumes of
The Best Editorial Cartoons of the Year.

SPRING 2004
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wins
NATIONAL
COMPETITION

On March 13, organ scholar, Jeffrey Wood '05, won first prize in the prestigious Augustana

Arts/Reuter Undergraduate Organ Competition in Denver, Colo. Woods, who received a
$5000 cash prize, was given the opportunity to perform with an orchestra. A music major
from Pepperell, Mass., he is one of two students studying organ under a full-tuition, organ
scholarship at the College. Wood arrived at Holy Cross after a year at the Berklee College
of Music in Boston, where he met his mentor, James David Christie, distinguished artist-in-
residence at Holy Cross and highly acclaimed organist. “I realized quite quickly that | was
learning more from [Christie] than from all of my classes combined. When he told me
about the scholarship at Holy Cross, | decided to look into a transfer,” says Wood. Christie
considers him one of the most talented students he has taught in his 25 years and “one of
the rising stars in the organ world.” Wood has been playing the organ for seven years and
the jazz piano for 14 years. He regularly plays at the 11:30 a.m. Mass with the Holy Cross

Schola Cantorum in St. Joseph Memorial Chapel.

10 HOLY CROSS MAGAZINE
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REV. JESSE JACKSON

On Feb. 16, civil rights leader Rev. Jesse
Louis Jackson Sr. delivered a lecture in the
Hogan Campus Center Ballroom, in honor
of Black History Month. Sponsored by the
Holy Cross Black Student Union (BSU), the
event drew a standing-room-only crowd.
Jackson, president and founder of the
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, began his
activism as a student leader in the sit-in
movement; he continued as a young
organizer for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference as an assistant to
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Since 1992,
Jackson has hosted, “Both Sides With Jesse
Jackson,” on Cable News Network. He is
the author of two books: Keep Hope Alive
(South End Press, 1989) and Straight From
the Heart (Fortress Press, 1987).

DELIVERS LECTURE

DURGIN named

aubuinsaq [auon

THE COLLEGE'S VICE PRESIDENT OF BUSINESS AFFAIRS AND TREASURER,
WILLIAM DURGIN, HAS ACCEPTED THE NEWLY CREATED POSITION OF
COLLEGE TREASURER AND CHIEF INVESTMENT OFFICER. In his 20 years as
financial vice president, Durgin has helped build an endowment and financial
assets that now exceed $400 million; earnings from endowment now provide more
than 12 percent of the College’s operating budget. “We feel it is important to pay
more attention to the careful management of these resources,” says Holy Cross
President, Rev. Michael C. McFarland, S.J. “In his new position, Bill will oversee the
day-to-day management of financial assets and staff the trustees’ investment com-
mittee, which makes our long-term investment decisions.” The search for a new

vice president for finance and administration is currently under way.

SPRING 2004
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HOLY CROSS and WORCESTER
SCHOOL STUDENTS team up for
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SIMULATIO

ON APRIL 3, STUDENTS IN
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR DONALD
BRAND’'S POLITICAL SCIENCE
COURSE, “"CONGRESS AND THE
LEGISLATIVE PROCESS,” HOSTED
A "LEGISLATIVE SIMULATION" AT
THE COLLEGE. Approximately 20 high
school students from South High School
and Doherty Memorial High School in
Worcester took part in the proceedings.
According to Brand, “the goal of the sim-
ulation was to allow college and high
school students to personally experience
the legislative process and thereby gain a
greater appreciation for the skill and

knowledge that is required to introduce

A P

bills and transform them into laws.”
Preparations for the day's activities
began months ahead of time. Holy Cross
students met with students at the high
schools on Tuesday afternoons, where
they studied two bills—the Safe and Sober
Streets Act and the Public Health Service
Act—and proposed possible amendments
to be argued at the hearings. In addition,
all participants were required to familiarize
themselves with a legislative district and to
balance the goals of representing district
interests and securing the common good
of the nation. After questioning witnesses
in hearings, the committees resumed busi-

ness in mock sessions where amendments

P
N

to the proposed legislation were consid-

ered. The day concluded with a brief ses-
sion on the floor of the “House of
Representatives” to debate and vote on
the two proposed bills.

In the end, the proposed amendment
to the Public Health Service Act failed with
a 25-22 party-line vote. The proposed
amendment to the Safe and Sober Streets
Act passed with only one nay vote.

“I hope that the students emerged
from this experience with a better under-
standing of the American political sys-
tem,” Brand says, “and will become more

actively engaged as citizens.”

HOLY CROSS MAGAZINE




MOCK TRIAL TEAMS
compete in CHAMPIONSHIP

HOLY CROSS MOCK TRIAL TEAMS
FINISHED IN SECOND, THIRD AND
FOURTH PLACE IN THE ATLANTIC
REGIONAL ROUND OF THE 2003-04
NATIONAL INTERCOLLEGIATE MOCK
TRIAL TOURNAMENT HELD FEB.
20-22. Three students received individual
awards at the regional competition: Erin
Robert ‘06, co-captain of the fourth-place
team, was recognized as the highest ranked
attorney of the tournament with a perfect
score of 20. Samantha Kingsbury ‘06 won an
outstanding attorney award for the second-
place team; Stephen Bagdasarian ‘05 was
recognized with an outstanding witness
award. This year's Atlantic Regional tourna-
ment, held at St. John’s University in New
York, featured 28 teams from 15 schools.
Other schools included SUNY Binghamton,
Clarkson, Columbia, Fordham, Hamilton,
lona, John Jay, New York University, Pace,
Queens College, Siena, St. John’s, and first-
place finisher, Yale.

left to right: Colin Missett ‘06, Katherine O'Connor '06, Stephen Bagdasarian
‘05, Anthony Ursillo ‘06, Scott Shand '06, Elizabeth Letak '06, Christine
McMahon 06, Samantha Kingsbury '06.

College’s MOOT COURT team
SECOND in nation

THE COLLEGE’'S MOOT COURT TEAMS RECENTLY PLACED SECOND AND FIFTH IN THE
NATIONAL MOOT COURT COMPETITION, making them among the top competitors in the
nation. This was the College’s first time entering a moot court competition. The second-place team
included Elizabeth Letak ‘06, a Chinese language and religious studies major from Plymouth Minn., and
Erin Robert ‘06, a political science major from Broad Brook, Conn. The fifth-place team included M.
Cecilia Kelly '04, a political science major from Rye, N.Y., and John O'Donnell ‘04, a political science major
from South Boston, Mass. In the same competition, the sophomore moot court team recorded a trial
record of 6-1 and the senior team had a record of 4-1. Sixty-two teams from around the country entered
this year's competition, which was hosted by the University of Texas-Arlington, from Jan. 29 - Feb. 1,
2004.

Moot Court is appellate argument. Unlike Mock Trial, which emphasizes legal procedure, strategy
decisions and clarity of presentation, moot court tests substantive law. Students must master the nexus
of dozens of cases and be able to answer to judges who challenge their application of legal rules or prin-
ciples. This year's case involved a date rape case and the application of Megan’s Law.
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NEW LIGHT OPERA COMPANY
presents SHE LOVES ME

Luke Radlowski ‘05—in the role of Sipos—Ilooks on as Steven
Gagne '96—playing Mr. Marazcek—explains his days as a
bachelor in Hungary.

On Feb. 26-29, the College’s new Light Opera

Company presented its inaugural production, She
Loves Me, in the Hogan Ballroom. The story of Georg
and Amalia, two feuding clerks in a European per-
fumery in the 1930s, the musical is based on the film
The Shop Around the Corner, which was remade as the
1998 film You've Got Mail. The show’s songs include:
“Tonight at Eight,” “lce Cream” and the title song,
“She Loves Me"”—all composed by Jerry Bock and
Sheldon Harnick, whose collaboration produced
Fiddler on the Roof. Co-directed by Braden Mechley
‘92, and Alex Zequeira '94, the production featured
Courtney Correnti ‘05, Sean Dillon ‘04, Daniel Dowling

‘04, Suzy Mellen '06, Meghan Gayton ‘04 and Shawn
McKay '06.

E-NEWSLETTER

Launched

THE OFFICE OF ALUMNI RELATIONS

is now accepting nominations for

honorary degree recipients for Commencement 2005.
Please submit nominations by July 1 to:

Office of the President

College of the Holy Cross

One College Street

Worcester, MA 01610

Please provide as much information as possible about the individual(s)

and note any connection you may have to the nominee(s). The

process of inviting and securing

someone to receive an

is excited to announce the launching of
a monthly alumni e-newsletter. We
hope it will help you stay connected to
the College between issues of Holy
Cross Magazine. The e-newsletter will
keep you posted on campus news,
upcoming alumni events, athletic hap-
penings and campaign updates. The e-
newsletter will only be sent to those
alumni who have registered for
the Holy Cross Online Community at

http://www.alumniconnections.com/

honorary degree is made much easier when there is a connection to

the individual. If you are nominating someone who is a particularly

outstanding speaker, please note that as well.

HOLY CROSS MAGAZINE

olc/pub/HYC/ . Make sure to sign up
now so you don’t miss out on our next

issue!
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During the inaugural “Day at the Cross” on April 1, the Nativity School of Worcester spent the day on Mount St.

James, visiting classes, meeting with members of the community, and spending time with over 50 Holy Cross stu-

dents who volunteer at the school in many capacities. Above, Nativity students and staff posed with their

College hosts after lunching together in Kimball Hall.

Students study the art

of

On March 18, students learned the essentials of gracious
dining at an “Etiquette Dinner” sponsored by Filene's and
the College’s Career Planning Center. Jodi Smith, owner of
Mannersmith, an etiquette consulting firm, presented a
“soup to nuts” guide to proper dining behavior. “This is a
skill like any other,” explains John Winters, director of the
Career Planning Center. “Very often, job interviews happen
over lunch or dinner. Through a generous gift from Filene’s
we have been able to provide these wonderful opportunities
(etiquette dinners) for students to prepare for these occa-
sions.” Smith, author of The Guy’s Guide to Social Savvy and
The Girl’s Guide to Social Savvy, says that while undergradu-
ate manners have been on the decline since the 1960s, inter-

est in etiquette has begun to resurface recently.

Jodi Smith teaches proper etiquette.
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BY MARIA HEALEY

evin O’Connor 90 remembers a specific moment during his second year on Mount
St. James. While attending a class on Chaucer, he recalls drifting off for a second,
staring out the classroom window, and watching the construction of Stein Hall.

“Pll never forget watching the cranes haul the steel up—and suddenly being
called'on by my professor in the midst of my daydream—with no idea where we
were in the class,” says O’Connor. “I was enraptured by the building of Stein.”

O’Connor should know a good building, and these days he’s almost daydream-
ing for a living. This March, he finished his first season as the new host of This Old
House (TOH)—the highest-rated home improvement series on broadcast televi-
sion—and Ask This Old House, a companion series, during which the crew
responds to homeowners’ everyday household challenges by making House calls
nationwide.

Created in 1979 by executive producer/director Russ Morash, TOH was the
first series to introduce the concept of a “how-to” show to television. The program
features four expert craftsmen—master carpenter Norm Abram, general contractor
Tom Silva, plumbing and heating expert Richard Trethewey and landscape con-
tractor Roger Cook—with Kevin, as host, assisting homeowners in renovation
projects, with an eye to preserving original architecture and craftsmanship. One of
the highest-rated ongoing PBS programs, the series currently reaches 4.2 million
PBS viewers weekly. Wrapping up its second season, Ask TOH reaches more than
3.8 million weekly PBS viewers.
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O’Connor’s participation in the show
came by way of enthusiasm for home ren-
ovation and a good question. Last
October, he and his wife, Kathleen,
bought a two-family fixer-upper on
Boston’s North Shore—an 1894 Queen
Anne Victorian. After weeks of struggling
to remove five layers of wallpaper, the
O’Connors sent an e-mail describing the
problem to Ask TOH. Out of thousands
of inquiries, Ask TOH chose the

O’Connors’ topical dilemma and called to

Jo
i

Host Kevin O'Connor (lower
left), master carpenter Norm
Abram (upper left), landscape
contractor Roger Cook (cen-
ter), plumbing and heating
expert Richard Trethewey
(lower right) and general
contractor Tom Silva (upper
right)

HOLY CROSS MAGAZINE

let them know that the crew would be
happy to film a segment of the show at
their home.

“It was a great day for us,” says
O’Connor, who has been a longtime fan
of the series. “Tom Silva, the general con-
tractor, and Jim Clark, the painting
expert, came out—along with Russ
Morash. Here they were in our house, try-
ing to solve our wallpaper problem, and
every break we took I would grab Tom

Silva by the elbow and drag him around

the house: “‘What do I do with the bath-
room? ... This door? ... That window?'
just pestered him for hours.”

In retrospect, it was this spirited
curiosity—and camaraderie with the
TOH team—that got O’Connor noticed
as a possible replacement for the show’s
retiring host, Steve Thomas. As
O’Connor points out, TOH doesn’t need
another expert. Silva, Abram, Trethewey
and Cook are all masters in their fields.

The host serves “as a proxy for the view-

Aydeiboloyd Ja|[@y 18 I3]|9N



“I'm the one who asks the

questions and gets

the information out of these guys.”

Kevin O'Connor '90,
host of This Old House and
Ask This Old House

ers,” says O’Connor. “I'm the one who
asks the questions and gets the informa-
tion out of these guys.”

A genuine interest in building, reno-
vation and restoration is key, and there
are traces of it in O’Connor’s life. His
father, David, is a civil engineer, and
Kevin worked summer jobs on his father’s
sites.

“The stuff I was doing was far from
skilled labor,” says O’Connor. “But I had
an affinity for it and understood how the
job sites worked. I know just enough
about tools to get myself in trouble ... but
a little bit of education means your ques-
tions are more on point.”

Segments of TOH begin with strolls
on the job site without a script. The
shows are “real ‘back and forths’ between
me and the director and Tom, Roger,

Richard and Norm,” says O’Connor.

“They ask me, ‘What do you see? More
often than not we end up filming whatev-
er problems the site presents us each
morning.”

At Holy Cross, there is no major for
“curious enthusiast,” but if there were,
O’Connor would have been a prime can-
didate. If the College prepared him for
this role in any way, it was not with any
one class or course of study but rather
with the school’s “overall adherence to a
liberal arts education,” he says—“expo-
sure to lots of different things—this hon-
oring of a generalist.”

During one of his earliest meetings
with the TOH executive producer— and
before O’Connor even knew why they
were asking him to take screen tests—
Morash described what he was looking for
in a host for the show.

“He said, ‘I want someone who’s got a

1noduey|iep ueq

pile of books next to his bed’,” O’'Connor
says. “Not someone who's reading six
finance books, or six history books, or five
non-fiction books. I want to see six differ-
ent types of books.”

Beside his bed at the time, O’'Connor
had a novel his wife had given him:
David McCullough’s biography of John
Adams; and a copy of Lend Me Your Ears,
an anthology of great speeches, edited by
William Safire. And now there are books
about architecture.

“His characterization of the position is
what I would consider the characteriza-
tion of a liberal arts education,”
O’Connor says. “An understanding that,
while you may know a lot, there is a lot
you don’t know. And you can continue

the pursuit of this education.”

continued on Page 72
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LT. J.G. JOHN (“MOOSE”) W. HANLON JR."41 WAS THE CO-PILOT OF
THE U.S. NAVY PV-1 VENTURA BOMBER 31, WHICH TOOK OFF FROM
ATTU ISLAND, ALASKA, ON MARCH 25, 1944, HEADED FOR ENEMY
TARGETS IN THE KURILE ISLANDS OF JAPAN, NEVER TO RETURN. THE
FATE OF HANLON AND THE OTHER SIX CREW MEMBERS ABOARD
BOMBER 31 REMAINED A MYSTERY FOR OVER 50 YEARS.

20 HOLY CROSS MAGAZINE



March 25, 1944: Just after midnight. The ground was covered with
snow; the air was gray and damp. Icy fog obscured the view and chilled
the bones. The five Ventura bombers filled with “bats”—the military term
for men who fly at night—shared a single mission: to help divert Japanese
forces from Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s troops fighting their way from the
South Pacific to Tokyo. Each PV-1 was loaded down with several bombs
plus sufficient fuel to complete the 1,500-mile round-trip route (known
as the “Empire Express”) from Attu Island, Alaska, to Shumshu Island,
Japan and back. As a result, each plane exceeded the aircraft placard limit
by over 3,000 pounds. Hanlon’s plane was the last one to rumble down
the 4,500-foot runway, lift into the air and disappear into the storm-

tossed skies. And it never returned.

BY DAVID TREADWELL

ill is gone.”

Mary Porciello, a resident of Clinton, Mass.,
remembers her father saying those sad words
when she returned home from her nursing
school graduation that fateful night. “Bill” was
what her family called her older brother, John,
because there were so many Johns in the family.
And Bill was a brother she’d always looked up
to. “He was quiet and unassuming,” she says
simply—"“a great person.”

Elizabeth Prenier, a younger sister now liv-
ing in Maine, remembers that a Navy personnel
man came to the front door to report that her
older brother was missing in action. “My par-
ents were devastated,” she says. “I still get emo-
tional when I talk about it.”

Patricia McMorrow—a third sister, who
was only six years old when her brother disap-
peared—recalls her very first memory of him. “I
was only three or four years old,” she says, “and
Bill was about 20—and he decided that we
needed some ice cream. He was big and strong,

so he put me on his shoulders and carried me

into Webster Square to get some vanilla ice
cream—still my favorite flavor. When we got
back, my family was all excited because they
hadn’t known where I was.”

McMorrow remembers well the day that
changed her family forever. “We lived on a farm
outside Worcester,” recalls McMorrow, who
now lives in California, “and my dad would
always come and pick me up at school in a big
black Buick. The car didn’t come to school that
day, and I thought something was wrong. Later,
when I finally got home, there was a neighbor
at the house talking with my dad.”

A LEADER, AN ATHLETE, A
FRIEND

Bud Ryan '41 recalls his classmate John
“Moose” Hanlon with great fondness. “He was
jovial, pleasant, a wonderful guy,” says Ryan—
“very popular all over campus. Everybody knew
the Moose.”

Dick Cantwell 41, another classmate,
remembers Hanlon’s athletic prowess. “Moose
and I played baseball and football at different
high schools,” he says, “and we’d always say ‘Hi’
to each other. Then we both wound up at Holy
Cross in the same class. Moose played baseball
in college, and he was a tremendous hitter.”
Hanlon, who co-captained the baseball team
and played first base, even attracted the atten-
tion of major league scouts.

Cantwell also recalls the warm bonds of
friendship. “Moose and [ would get together to
have lunch and just talk,” he says. “We were

close all four years.”

NAMESAKES

Connie Young, the daughter of Mary
Porciello, never met the uncle whose disappear-
ance so devastated her mother’s family. But the
Bolton, Mass., resident named her first born son
“John William” in honor of her uncle. “My
mother always kept his picture on the bed
stand,” she says, “and I knew how much she
loved him. She was thrilled when I named my
son after her brother.” Indeed, each of Moose
Hanlon’s sisters honored their war-hero brother
by bestowing the name “John William” on a
son.

But whatever happened to Bomber 317

The families of Moose Hanlon and the six
other crew members did not know what hap-
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pened to their loved ones for over 50

years. After hope gave out, they were left
with only an official “missing in action”
label, poignant memories and deep fears.
“We had no idea what really hap-
pened,” says Porciello. “We thought his
plane had probably gone down to sea in
icy water. Or he could have been a pris-
oner of war. Or he could have been tor-
tured. These were not good feelings.”

HOLY CROSS MAGAZINE

AN AMAZING DISCOVERY

The stark words of an official
Department of Defense Release recapped
the story: “In January 2000, representa-
tives of the U.S.-Russia Joint Commission
on POW/MIAs received a report from a
Russian citizen who had discovered
wreckage in 1962 of a U.S. aircraft on the
Kamchatka peninsula on the east coast of
Russia. Later that year, specialists from
the Central Identification Laboratory
Hawaii (CILHI), along with members of

the commission, found the wreckage and
some human remains.”

The Associated Press carried the story
in August, 2000, noting the grim tally of
the five planes that set out on the Empire
Express route that night: Only one plane
completed its mission; two dropped their
bombs into the sea before returning; one
crashed right after takeoff; and the
Ventura vanished.

The family of Moose Hanlon got the
news in a rather circuitous way. A mem-
ber of Hanlon’s squadron sent the AP
article to the “John Hanlon, Sr. Family”
in Worcester. The letter was then for-
warded on to a cousin who lived across
the street. Eventually word found its way
to Lourdes Johnson of Shrewsbury, Mass.,
now deceased, who was another of
Moose’s sisters.

“We couldn’t believe it!” exclaims
Prenier. “The news brought back so many
memories ...”

“The discovery brought closure,” says
Cantwell, about learning of the where-
abouts of his long-lost college friend. “I
had thought about Moose Hanlon a lot
over the years.”

“FIRE AND ICE”

An article that appeared in Retired
Officer (“One Down in Kamchatka,” by
Ralph Wetterhahn) paints a vivid picture
of the Ventura’s half-century resting
place: “Kamchatka is one of nature’s con-
tradictions. Fire and ice live side by side
on a peninsula that is 920 miles long and
only 390 miles across at its widest point.
More than 300 volcanoes dot the land-
scape, 29 of them active, and most are
snow-covered nearly year-round. ... From
the air it was nearly impossible to spot the
remnants of the wreckage against a back-
drop of rock slabs that had rolled down
the sides of the now-dormant volcano ...
the fuselage pointed uphill. The engines
were found together facing downhill
about 75 yards below the rest of the
plane.”

Another account reports that the
Ventura may have been hit by enemy fire



after flying over the northern Kuril Islands, as one of the
engines showed damage possibly caused by Japanese anti-aircraft
fire. The plane may have been trying to reach Petropavlosk,
Russia, where many planes landed after being hit by enemy fire.

What is known for sure is that no humans inhabit this deso-
late patch of the planet. But brown bears do, which may explain
why so few human remains were found.

SEARCHING FOR A DNA MATCH

Two of Moose’s sisters gave DNA samples to determine a
possible match with their brother. But no match was officially
determined. In fact, only three of the seven crew members could
be positively identified.

Porciello did receive from the Navy a 6-by-8-inch piece of
leather flight jacket found in the wreckage and aviator goggles.
They are believed to have belonged to her brother because the
letters “j.g.” are on the leather, and he was the only lieutenant
j-g. in the crew.

A FITTING TRIBUTE

The day dawned bright and beautiful on Nov. 20, 2003, the
day that members of John Hanlon’s family—along with the fam-
ilies of other crew members—buried the remains of their war
heroes in Arlington National Cemetery. “The Navy pulled out
all the stops,” remembers Prenier.
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The families were first taken to the chapel for a service.
Then the caskets were placed on a caisson drawn by six hors-
es—the same caisson that had borne John E Kennedy 40 years
earlier. The caisson was carried to the gravesite. There was a
military salute. Taps was played. Then four planes flew over-
head.

“They came so low the ground shook,” remembers Prenier.
“As they came over, the fourth plane went off. They call it the
missing-man formation. I get goose bumps talking about it.”

“ felt sad that Moose was there,” says Cantwell of that day
when his friend was honored.

THE WORLD ON HIS SHOULDERS

“John.” “Bill.” “Moose.” The name matters less than the
message: John Whitman Hanlon Jr. was a true American hero.
A revered older brother. A skilled team captain. An ace pilot.
A friend who would always listen. A man who never trumpeted
his own triumphs. Whatever his challenge, John Hanlon
answered the call.

Today, family and friends find comfort in the fact that the
mystery of his disappearance has been solved and that the man
they loved and admired rests, at long last, in peace and honor.

David Treadwell is a freelance writer from Brunswick, Maine.
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Sharing Will's Wisdom:

Let
Yourself

Let Yourself Be Loved

=5

The Life and Letters of Will Jenks

WiLLiam J. KaANE
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“I wrote this as a g |ft to the class of 1954.
It was my responsibility to extend to others

his observation that ‘Fate left me poor,

Iove made me r|Ch And that

rn

truth is worth proclaiming.

William J. Kane, M.D., ‘54

hen William H. P. Jenks *54 left this world on Christmas Day, 1989, a trail of adjectives followed
him.

” o«

Words like “remarkable,” “unique,” “extraordinary.”

“Words, printed and typed, were the coin of his exchequer,” writes Jenks’ friend, William J.
Kane, M.D., ’54, who wove his classmate’s own words and many adjectives into a biography, Let
Yourself Be Loved: The Life and Letters of Will Jenks.

It is a fitting memorial to a man who knew how to harness the power of words. Despite being
stricken with severe polio at 19, which rendered him quadriplegic, Jenks was determined to con-
tinue his education and remain connected to the Holy Cross community. He learned to type on
an electric typewriter with a clothespin between his teeth. In 1963, he became his class secretary,
reporting class news with spirit and humor several times a year. He wrote a weekly newspaper col-
umn, freelance articles and thousands of letters. If he knew the subject well, he said, he could type
30-to-35 words per minute.

“I felt all of us would benefit from his story,” said Kane in a recent telephone interview. “I
wrote this as a gift to the class of 1954. It was my responsibility to extend to others his observation
that ‘Fate left me poor, love made me rich. And that truth is worth proclaiming.”

Working with Jenks’ older brother, John, Kane identified some of the vast network of friends
and relatives with whom his classmate had corresponded. Kane spent nearly five years composing
the biography, compiling selections from some 2,000 letters, and collecting photos spanning his
lifetime. Published by Syren Book Company in January, the book was dedicated to Jenks’ parents,
along with Rev. Patrick ]J. Cummings, S.J., and Rev. Francis J. Hart, S.J.

BY ALLISON CHISOLM
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