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Carol and Park B. Smith Hall
Constructing a new jewel in the heart 
of the campus
Many college campuses assume a sleepy, ghost town-like
appearance during the summer months. The scene at
Holy Cross, however, is quite different.
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In late August when a
hint of autumn is in the
evening air, I feel “pro-

grammed”—I

want
to rush out and

buy fresh, crisply-ruled
notebooks and new pens in
anticipation of the start of
school. Yet, despite the fact that I
work on a college campus, I am not in the classroom and
have no academic use for these items!

While I am no longer a student, this time of year—so
much more than the official start of the calendar
year—speaks of anticipation and beginnings. And, this
August, expectation and excitement are very much in the
air at Holy Cross.

“Inauguration.”
The word is evocative of pomp and circumstance, victo-

ry (the outcome of a winning political campaign is an
inauguration) and of a new beginning. Sept. 14-16, the
Holy Cross community will inaugurate and welcome into
the family our new president, Rev. Michael C. McFarland,
S.J., the 31st president of Holy Cross.

We invite and encourage you to attend the inauguration
activities. The Liturgical Celebration of the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross will be held on Sept. 14, at 
4 p.m., in Saint Joseph Memorial Chapel. The following
day, Fr. McFarland will be installed as president in a cere-
mony at the Hart Center, beginning at 3:30 p.m.
Receptions will follow both events.

And, if you are in the area and up for the challenge, you
are invited to join in a “Fun Run/Walk” with Fr. McFarland
on Saturday, Sept. 16 at 9 a.m., beginning at the Hart
Center. Father is a marathon runner, but he will be joined
by runners and walkers of all speeds and abilities!

If you cannot attend the inauguration, we will provide
coverage on our Web site at www.holycross.edu and in the
next issue of Holy Cross Magazine.

❋❋   ❋❋   ❋❋   ❋❋

In the pages of this issue, you will find an abundance of
information about the monumentally generous $10-
million gift from Carol and Park B. Smith ’54 for the

signature building that will bear their names. You will also
learn about the major construction project underway for
Smith Hall—a structure that will transform this campus in
many profound ways. 

Smith Hall is testimony to beginnings—a new home to
several academic and administrative departments and the
future residence of the new Center for Religion, Ethics and
Culture. Situated at the heart of campus, it is designed and
destined to be the intersection of academic, residential and
social life at Holy Cross.

While you may not be able to return to Holy Cross to
witness the construction, you may turn on your computer
and head to www.holycross.edu to access the live Web cam-
era and watch Smith Hall rising in real time. Warning: it
can be mesmerizing.

We look forward to seeing you at the inauguration fes-
tivities.

Katharine Buckley McNamara ’81
Executive Editor
kmcnamara@holycross.edu
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Letter from the Editor



News from the Hill

Timothy Johnson,
M.D., medical edi-
tor for ABC News,

delivered the principal
address and received an hon-
orary degree on May 26, as
the College graduated 643
seniors at its 154th
Commencement. 

2000
Commencement
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Acting President Frank Vellaccio, Timothy Johnson, M.D., Eavan Boland, Sr. Mary Rose
McGeady and Aaron Lazare, M.D.



Others receiving honorary degrees
were Eavan Boland, an Irish poet and
essayist and The Melvin and Bill Lane
Professor in the Humanities at Stanford
University where she is also the director
of the Creative Writing Program; Aaron
Lazare, M.D., chancellor of the
University of Massachusetts/Worcester
and dean of the medical school; and
Sister Mary Rose McGeady, president
and chief executive officer of Covenant
House, the largest privately funded
childcare agency in the United States,
providing shelter and service to home-
less and runaway youth. 

Charles S. Meyer, an economics
major from Cheyenne, Wyo., delivered
the valedictory (see Page 67). 

Johnson, one of the nation’s leading
medical communicators of health care
information, has provided commentary
on medical problems and answers for
viewers since 1975. In addition to com-
mentary on WCVB Channel 5 and
Good Morning America, Johnson pro-
vides on-air analysis of medical news for
World News Tonight, Nightline and
20/20. He holds joint positions in med-
icine at Harvard University and
Massachusetts General Hospital in
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Boston and is the founding editor of the
Harvard Medical School Health Letter and
co-editor of the Harvard Medical School
Health Letter Book. 

“If you listen only to the habits of your
mind and ignore the murmurs of your
heart,” Johnson advised the graduates, “you
will miss out on some wonderful opportu-
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nities to make choices that will
bring you joy.” He then recounted
his own life-changing story of a
choice made by listening to his
heart.

In the summer of 1968,
between his junior and senior years
in medical school, Johnson and his
wife, a nurse, worked at a mission-
ary clinic at the northernmost tip
of Indonesia. “An 18-month old
child was abandoned on the steps



of our modest hospital,” he said, “and I got to
know him immediately because he had some
medical problems. I would play with him every
day while making rounds. One night, we were
going to a birthday party for one of the
Indonesian nurses. On impulse, I picked the
child up and brought him along to the party.
After the party, my wife said, ‘why don’t we
bring him back to our room and give him a
bath,’ which we did. I went down to the only
store in the village and bought him a pair of
pants and shoes, and we played with him that
night. And when it was time to bring him
back to the hospital, I said, ‘well, why don’t we
keep him overnight and I’ll bring him back in
the morning when I go to work.’

“And in the morning,” Johnson said, “we
sat at the breakfast table and looked at each
other and we knew, in our hearts, that he was
ours. And we made the instant decision to
adopt him. Now, if we had listened only to the
habits of our minds, we would have known
that we were in no position to start a
family—we had no money, I had many years
of training ahead. But we were open, thank
God, in that moment, to the voice of God in
our hearts.”

Johnson explained that his son is now a 33-
year-old furniture designer and that this
December, he and his wife will present the
Johnsons with their first grandchild. 
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In conclusion, Johnson told the graduates, “I know that
every one of you is sitting here this morning thinking about
your future. You are spinning out a blueprint in your mind.
And what I want to urge you—to beg you—to do is to leave
some open spaces in that blueprint marked ‘TBA—to be
announced.’ Because I guarantee you that there will be oppor-
tunities, crossroads that will come your way that you cannot
begin to imagine as you sit here this morning. And when they
do, please listen to your heart. Because it is the voice of God.”
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The College’s new pres-
ident, Rev. Michael
C. McFarland, S.J.,
arrived on campus in

late June, taking up residence
with the Jesuit community in
Ciampi Hall. He officially began
his duties as the 31st president
on July 1. Pictured with Fr.
McFarland is his administrative
assistant, Anne Tebo. She has
worked at Holy Cross for 23
years, serving as assistant for
career resources in the Career
Planning Office.
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Fr. McFarland Arrives

Mary E. Morton, associate pro-
fessor of biology, has been
named associate dean of the

College, effective August 1. Morton
takes over from the current associate
dean, Mark Freeman, who is stepping
down after five years in the position.
Freeman will take a year’s sabbatical and
return to teaching in the psychology
department. 

A 1983 graduate of Bowdoin
College, Brunswick, Maine, Morton
completed her Ph.D. in biochemistry at
Dartmouth Medical School, Hanover,
N.H., in 1988. Before coming to Holy
Cross, she worked as a research associate
at Dartmouth and held an NIH post-
doctoral fellowship in molecular neuro-

biology at the University of Washington.
Morton joined the faculty at Holy Cross
in 1991 as a Charles A. Dana Faculty
Fellow in the department of biology. 

A resident of Worcester, she has also
served on a number of College commit-
tees, including the Committee on the
Economic Status of the Faculty,
Graduate Studies, the Committee on
Faculty Affairs, the Curriculum
Committee and the Committee on
Tenure and Promotion. Most recently,
she has been serving as the College’s sci-
ence coordinator. 

The Office of the Dean of the
College at Holy Cross is responsible for
all matters relating to the faculty, cur-
riculum and academic affairs. The office

is involved in activities ranging from hir-
ing and promotion to strategic planning. 

Morton named associate dean
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■ David O’Brien, director of the College’s new
Center for Religion, Ethics and Culture is
involved in the creation of a national
Institute for Advanced Catholic Studies,
designed to strengthen the quality of
Catholic intellectual life. As one of the
founders of that new institute, he was inter-
viewed for a Boston Globe article that
appeared on May 20.

■ Professor Steve Vineberg of the theatre
department had a prolific summer. He
provided a review of the movie Shaft, for
the Chronicle of Higher Education on
July 7; a review of The Perfect Storm in
the same paper on July 28; and an arti-
cle about Allison Janney of the televi-
sion program, The West Wing, for The
New York Times on July 30. In addi-
tion, Vineberg wrote a piece for The
New York Times about the American
premiere of the play, The Designated

Mourner, by Wallace Shawn;
the article appeared on June 18.

■ Bruce I. Miller of the music department received national
and international attention for his discovery of a long-lost
part of a Gilbert and Sullivan song. The Associated Press
reported the news on June 19 and numerous newspapers
carried the story. It also appeared on the New York Times’
Web site, the BBC, MTV’s sonicnet.com, and The
London Times. Miller was interviewed on National
Public Radio’s “All Things Considered.”

■  On June 19,
The San Francisco
Chronicle printed
an article by Jerry

Lembcke, associate professor in
sociology, about media coverage of
allegations concerning a massacre
of refugees at No Gun Ri, Korea, in
1950. Lembcke is the author of The
Spitting Image: Myth, Memory, and
the Legacy of Vietnam.

■  A Boston Globe article on June
25 about the increasing depiction of
women saints in stained glass in

churches featured the views of
Virginia Raguin, professor in the visu-
al arts department.

■  In the July 19 edition of the Los
Angeles Times, the debate about the use
of the Crusader mascot continued. Holy
Cross was one of two schools featured
and James F. Powers of the College’s his-
tory department offered his views on the

Crusades and the debate about appropriate mascots.
“Almost any [mascot] you’re likely to pick has injured or
hurt someone,” commented Powers. “ Must Detroit drop
its Lions mascot because lions are eaters of human beings
and other animals?”

■ On July 26 and 27, the television program, Entertainment
Tonight, featured coverage of the film, Harvard Man, cur-

rently in production and due in theaters in 2001. Directed
by James Toback, it features actress Sarah Michelle Gellar
as a Holy Cross cheerleader who helps a Harvard basketball
player strike a deal with the mob to fix a basketball game.

■ John B. Anderson ’57, associate professor of history, was
quoted in a Los Angeles Times article about the
Republican National Convention. The July 31 clipping
featured Anderson’s assessment of the GOP’s efforts to
showcase diversity. “In a sense, they are trying to package
the party, saying …‘We are more diverse and open than
you might have thought. Stay tuned.’”

Media Mentions




