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In Brief
Cunningham named associate director
for Concentrations in CISS

Professor Susan Cunningham has been appointed associate
director for Concentrations in the Center for

Interdisciplinary and Special Studies. Cunningham served as
visiting assistant professor in the department of sociology and
anthropology last year. She received her Ph.D. in sociology
from the University of Maryland in 1986 and was a postdoc-
toral fellow at the Center for Alcohol and Addiction Studies at
Brown University. A researcher in the areas of family violence
and child abuse, Cunningham brings 20 years of teaching
experience to her new position. 

Hoffmann named Marlon Professor in the
Sciences

Professor George Hoffmann, chair of the department of
biology, has been named The Anthony and Renee Marlon

Professor in the Sciences. The four-year professorship began at
the start of the 1999-2000 academic year. Hoffmann received
his Ph.D. from the University of Tennessee in 1972 and
served as a National Institute of Health postdoctoral fellow, a
geneticist for The Environmental Mutagenesis Laboratory of
The National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, and
as a senior staff officer for the Board of Toxicology and
Environmental Hazards of The National Academy of Sciences.
A specialist in the area of genetics, genetic toxicology and
mutagenesis, Hoffmann is the author of more than 50 articles,
reviews and book chapters. He has taught at Holy Cross since
1981. 

The Marlon Professorship is supported by Anthony M.
Marlon Jr., M.D.,’63 and his wife, Renee.  

“America’s Best Colleges” as ranked by
U.S. News & World Report
Top National Liberal Arts Colleges
(schools with the same numbered rank are tied)

1. Swarthmore College
2. Amherst College
3. Williams College
4. Wellesley College
5. Haverford College
5. Middlebury College
7. Pomona College
8. Carleton College
9. Bowdoin College

10. Wesleyan University
11. Davidson College
11. Grinnell College
13. Smith College
14. Claremont McKenna College
14. Washington and Lee University
16. Mount Holyoke College
17. Vassar College
18. Bryn Mawr College
18. Colby College
18. Colgate University
18. Hamilton College
22. Trinity College
23. Bates College
24. Macalester College
25. Barnard College
25. Colorado College
25. Connecticut College
25. Oberlin College
25. University of the South
30. College of the Holy Cross
30. Bucknell University
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The American
Institute of Certified
Public Accountants

(AICPA) has appointed
Nancy Baldiga, an associate
professor in the economics
department at Holy Cross, to
the Women and Family Issues
Executive Committee.  This
committee, which is one of
just a few executive level
national committees of the
AICPA, works to address
issues related to the balance

of work and life in the
accounting profession.

Baldiga, a member of the
Holy Cross faculty since
1993, received a bachelor’s
degree from Williams
College, and a master’s degree
in taxation from Bentley
College.  A certified public
accountant, she worked at
Price Waterhouse (now
PricewaterhouseCoopers)
before coming to Holy Cross. 

Professor Baldiga to serve on AICPA Committee
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College Sets New Policy on Tailgating

Q. What is the purpose of the new tail-
gating policy?

A. First, the policy is intended to cur-
tail excessive drinking, with particu-
lar concern about underage students.
Seventy-five percent of our students
are under the legal drinking age of
21. We are working to create a safe
environment for alumni, students
and friends who want to socialize at
a tailgate before a football game. No
one enjoys a Holy Cross tailgate on
a beautiful autumn day more than I
do. We want it to be a positive and
healthy experience for all.

Q. Why is the policy being imple-
mented at this time?

A. As you know, colleges and universi-
ties throughout the country are
addressing the problems and conse-
quences of underage drinking. We
will not turn a blind eye to this
problem at Holy Cross. In 1996 the
Holy Cross Presidential Task Force
on Alcohol made recommendations
about ways to change the environ-
ment on campus to reduce the nega-
tive effects of alcohol abuse. Last
year, the College Advisory Board on
Alcohol recommended this tailgat-
ing policy as one component of an
overall approach to addressing alco-
hol abuse. I accepted the recommen-
dations; implementation of the poli-
cy began this fall.

Q. How does this policy work?
A. I want to emphasize that the long-

standing Holy Cross tradition of
tailgating continues. We are really
stressing a return to the original pur-
pose of tailgating – getting together
with friends, family and classmates
before a game.

If people are interested in just tail-
gating and not attending the game,

they can choose a beautiful park
somewhere for a reunion with
friends. Tailgating is really just a
prelude to entering the stadium for
the game to support our football
team.

The specifics of the policy are:
Freshmen Field and the Baseball
Field are open for tailgating three
hours prior to kickoff. Kegs, beer-
balls and other common-source,
large quantities of alcohol are not
allowed. At game time, both fields
are cleared by our public safety offi-
cers and individuals are asked to
enter the stadium. 

At half-time, you may enjoy the
“interactive endzone” on the
Baseball Field, but you may not
resume tailgating on the Baseball
Field or on Freshmen Field.
Naturally, if you need to return to
your car on a cold day for a sweat-
shirt for yourself or your child, you
may do so. If a family comes to
campus with young children who
cannot sit through the entire game,
they can, of course, return to the

comfort of their car.  We’re not try-
ing to inhibit reasonable activities.
We’re aiming to curtail excessive
drinking, with special attention to
underage students.

After the game, you may mingle
on the fields, but you cannot set up
grills or tables and resume a full-
fledged tailgate. The goal is to clear
the fields within one hour following
the game. 

Q. How has the implementation
worked so far?

A. A few people have misunderstood
the true purpose of this policy. But,
most see that we want to preserve
the best parts of tailgating so that
everyone can enjoy the fun of pre-
game socializing. 

By Katharine B. McNamara ’81

Beginning in September, the College implemented a policy concerning
tailgating at football games. Acting President Frank Vellaccio
explains the goal of the policy.




