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MUSIC!

The Hill is Alive.



letter from the editor
Fiorello La Guardia once said, “When I make a mistake it’s a beaut!”

I can relate. As blunders go, it was one of our worst. On Page 5 of our last issue, in the caption of the photo depicting the “Fr.
O’Callahan Room Dedication,” we wrote:

“O’Callahan, a Jesuit priest, Holy Cross professor, and U.S. Navy chaplain, earned the Congressional Medal of Honor for service on
the USS Franklin during the Vietnam War.”

The phone calls began as soon as the magazine hit the mail boxes. The letters followed and the e-mail has yet to abate. Most of the
calls were understanding, informative, and, on occasion, humorous, though I admit I was taken back by the anonymous alum who
shouted, “you should be marched to the Jesuit cemetery and shot dead!” That was the morning I switched to decaf.

Rev. Joseph T. O’Callahan, S.J., was certainly all of the things we listed in our photo caption, but he served on the USS Franklin
during World War II. I am particularly indebted to Frank J. Dwyer ’55, who sent me photocopies of the front page of the New York Daily
Mirror. The headline details the tragedy of the 832 men who died in an aerial attack 53 miles off the coast of Kobe, Japan on March 19,
1945. And the paper features the now-famous photo of Fr. O’Callahan praying over the body of one of his fallen shipmates.

William J. Duffy ’50, one of Fr. O’Callahan’s students, informed us that his former professor “performed many heroic tasks, including
administering to the wounded and the dying, organizing rescue and fire-fighting parties, leading trapped shipmates to safety . . . The
Captain of the Franklin (Leslie E. Gehres) later described Fr. O’Callahan as “ the bravest man I ever saw.”

A visit to the Dinand Archives yielded a wonderful six-page essay on the life of Fr. O’Callahan, written in 1964 by the Rev. Richard J.
Dowling, S.J. This tribute provides a fine introduction to the man now commemorated with a room in Carlin residence hall.

Joseph Timothy O’Callahan was born in Roxbury, Mass., on May 14, 1905. After attending Boston College High School, he entered
the Society of Jesus at the novitiate of St. Andrew-on-Hudson in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. He completed his philosophical studies at Weston
College in 1929 and became a member of the physics department at Boston College. He was ordained a priest on June 20, 1934.

After serving as a tertian for a year at St. Robert’s Hall in Connecticut, Fr. O’Callahan studied at Georgetown, taught Cosmology at
Weston, and, in 1938, arrived at Holy Cross to teach mathematics and physics. In 1940, he became head of the mathematics
department and founded a mathematics library. Soon thereafter, he surprised everyone on the Hill by applying for a commission as a
Navy chaplain. On Aug. 7, 1940, he was commissioned a lieutenant, junior grade, in the Navy Chaplain Corps.

After serving at the Naval Air Station in Pensacola Fla., he reported to the USS Ranger, where, according to Fr. Dowling, he “ranged
the Atlantic from the arctic to the equator,” and played a big part in the invasion of North Africa. But O’Callahan’s great hope was to be
assigned to the Philippines. His youngest sister, Alice, a Maryknoll nun, had been imprisoned in a Japanese detention camp there. For
three years, the O’Callahan family hadn’t heard a word about her fate. Her brother hoped to discover his sister’s circumstance firsthand.

On March 2, 1945, O’Callahan received orders to report for duty to the USS Franklin, a 27,000 ton Essex-class aircraft carrier, part of
an armada called Task Force 58. Shortly after dawn the next day, the Franklin steamed out of Pearl Harbor.

On March 19, at 7:07 a.m., O’Callahan was having breakfast in the wardroom when out of a cloud bank came a plane, flying 360
miles an hour at a height of 75 feet. The plane dropped a 500-pound bomb on the center of the flight deck, swung around and dropped a
second bomb on the aft. The ship exploded into flame. And, according to all reports, in the midst of the chaos and carnage was Fr.
O’Callahan. Wounded by shrapnel (which earned him a Purple Heart), O’Callahan stayed at his post for three days and nights,
ministering to the dying, putting out fires, tending the wounded, hosing down armed bombs, jettisoning live ammunition. As the ship was
rocked time and again by explosions, O’Callahan moved through smoke-filled corridors, saving life after life and performing extreme
unction over the dying.

The Franklin arrived back at Pearl Harbor, under her own steam, on April 3, 1945. When asked about his chaplains, Captain Gehres
replied, “Each of those two chaplains were worth to me any six officers under my command.”

On Jan. 23, 1946, in Washington, D.C., President Harry Truman presented Fr. O’Callahan with the Congressional Medal of Honor.
That night, Chaplain O’Callahan reported to his new post aboard the carrier USS Franklin D. Roosevelt.

On Nov. 12, 1946, O’Callahan was released from the Navy with the rank of Captain, U.S.N.C.C. He returned to Holy Cross to teach
philosophy, but a future of much-deserved peace and study was not to be. In December of 1949, he suffered the first in a series of
strokes.

In 1956, the film Battle Stations, depicting O’Callahan’s heroics aboard the Franklin, was
released. Also that year, he published his best-selling memoir, I Was Chaplain on the Franklin.

O’Callahan died on March 18, 1964, the eve of the 19th anniversary of the Franklin’s ordeal.

On July 21, 1965, the USS O’Callahan, a destroyer-escort vessel, was christened in Bay City,
Mich. Present at the ceremony was Sister Rose Marie, O.P., also known as Alice O’Callahan,
Joseph’s younger sister, who had survived her own ordeal in the Philippines.

Holy Cross Magazine regrets our captioning error and we invite all our alums to visit the
O’Callahan Room in Carlin.

Jack O’Connell ’81
Editor, Holy Cross Magazine
joconnel@holycross.edu

President Truman & Fr. O’Callahan
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Bishop Healy Committee 
Hosts First “Town Meeting”

In a study conducted by the Bishop Healy Committee last
year, under the heading of “retention,” the last of six proposals
was entitled, “Encourage Meetings of Black Students and
Alumni.” The proposal stated, “The Bishop Healy Committee
should continue to encourage and support dialogue between
alumni and students of color. Such programs have occurred
sporadically in the past ... The Healy Committee should
consider whether a regular, annual program consisting of at
least one meeting per semester could be initiated. These
meetings may or may not be held in conjunction with
Homecoming or other special alumni events. Either way, they
should have their own unique significance and their own time
and place. Such a program could well draw a greater and more
consistent involvement of alumni of color to Healy activities.” 

In an effort to implement this proposal, The Bishop Healy
Committee held its first “Town Meeting” on Feb. 7. Attending

were forty-five black students; thirty-five black and white
alumni/ae; Associate Dean of Students, Peter Simonds;
Director of Academic Services and Learning Resources, Tina
Chen; and Coordinator of Multicultural Programming, Lisa
Gray. 

Chair of the Bishop Healy Committee, Joseph Reilly ’55,
called the event, “a wonderful success.” Students were briefed
on the study and were introduced to the Town Meeting’s co-
chairs, Marian Bradshaw ’93 and Joe Foy ’91. After prefatory
remarks, those gathered broke down into smaller discussion
groups. Each group was comprised of both students and
graduates. After an hour, the participants reconvened for a
review of the “key concerns” of black students at the College.
Some of these concerns included issues of diversity,
inclusiveness, relationships.

“We want to make Holy Cross the positive experience it
was for us,” said Joe Foy in summary. “And this is just one of
the ways to do that. This forum is not a one-shot deal. This is
going to be an ongoing event.”

NBC NEWS ANCHOR MARIA SHRIVER IS 
1998 COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

Maria Shriver, NBC News Correspondent and contributing
anchor to a number of NBC News programs including
Dateline, will deliver the principal address and receive an
honorary degree at the 152nd commencement exercises of the
College of the Holy Cross, scheduled for Friday, May 22. 

In addition to Shriver, Holy Cross will award honorary
degrees to Robert “Bob” Cousy ’50, and the Rev. Gregory J.
Boyle, S.J. 

Maria Shriver serves as anchor and correspondent for
both NBC and MSNBC, the news, talk, and information cable
network from NBC and Microsoft Corp. Shriver also anchors
First Person with Maria Shriver, a series of prime-time NBC
News specials which has been honored with an Emmy
nomination and a first-place Commendation Award from
American Women in Radio and Television. Shriver has also co-
anchored NBC News’ Sunday Today, NBC Nightly News,

NBC News at Sunrise, Today,
and Main Street, a news
magazine for young people.
She has interviewed such
personalities as media mogul
Ted Turner, former Vice
President Dan Quayle, the
Rev. Al Sharpton, and Cuban
leader Fidel Castro.

Shriver has served as
podium correspondent for
NBC News at the Democratic
and Republican Conventions
in both 1992 and 1996.

During the 1996 campaign, Shriver gained interviews with
both Hillary Rodham Clinton and Elizabeth Dole. She was
also co-anchor for NBC’s Emmy-winning coverage of the 1988
Summer Olympics from Seoul. 

Bob Cousy ’50, long known as “Mr. Basketball,” was an
All-American for four consecutive years at Holy Cross. A
member of the Basketball Hall of Fame, Cousy was chosen by
a 1974 AP poll as one of the top five basketball players of all
time. For 13 years he was captain of the world championship
Boston Celtics and played 13 NBA All-Star Games. A winning
coach with both Boston College and the Cincinnati Royals,
Cousy also coached the U.S. All-Stars to a six-game win over
the Russian Olympic Team.

A TV broadcast analyst for the Boston Celtics, Cousy has
co-authored five books; he has made cameo appearances in
films such as Blue Chips and Celtics Pride; and he has been
elected to both the Madison Square Garden and Boston
Garden Halls of Fame. A tireless supporter of the Big Brothers
of America Program, he was presented in 1965 with the “Big
Brother of the Year” Award by President Lyndon Johnson.
Long an advocate of community service, he has established the
Bob and Marie Cousy Scholarship Fund at Becker College.
Recently, Cousy has been instrumental in building the first
basketball court in Soweto, South Africa. 

Rev. Gregory J. Boyle, S.J., is director of JOBS FOR A
FUTURE, an employment referral center for at-risk youth
located in Boyle Heights. Previously, Father Boyle was pastor
of Dolores Mission, the poorest church in the Los Angeles
Catholic Archdiocese.  His work at Dolores Mission included
alternative approaches to addressing gang violence with both
education and economic development programs. 

Boyle entered the Society of Jesus in 1972. He attended
Loyola Marymount University and Gonzaga University where
he received his bachelor of arts degree in English. He was
ordained to the priesthood in Los Angeles in 1984, and has
worked with Christian Base Communities in Cochabamba,
Bolivia and served as chaplain at Islas Marias Penal Colony
and Folsom Prison. 
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Donald Brand, a 1971 graduate of
Williams College, was an instructor in
the department of political science at
Holy Cross from 1981-1983. After
receiving his doctorate from the
University of Chicago in 1983, he was an
assistant professor at the University of
Pennsylvania. His specialties include
American politics, government, and the
presidency. 

Estrella Cibreiro received her early
university education in Spain and earned
her doctorate from the University of
Connecticut. She taught at the University

of Connecticut and served as interim
language coordinator. Her specialties
include contemporary Spanish novel and
drama. 

Deirdre Haskell earned a bachelor’s
degree from Oxford University and a
doctorate in mathematics from Stanford
University. She has studied at the
University of Bonn and taught at Brown
University. Her specialties include the
applications of logic to algebra and
computer science. 

Mark Lincicome received a bachelor’s
degree from Bowdoin College and a

doctorate in Far Eastern languages and
civilizations from the University of
Chicago. He served as associate director
of the Asian Studies Program at the
University of Pittsburgh and executive
director of the Japan America Society of
Chicago. 

D. Neel Smith graduated from Harvard
University in 1979 with a degree in
classical archeology. A Fulbright Scholar,
he studied classics at the Universitat
Zurich. Smith earned a doctorate in
classical archeology from the University
of California at Berkeley. He is one of
the developers of the Perseus Project, the
multimedia database of Greek antiquity. 

Faculty Tenure Decisions Announced

Five faculty members have been promoted to the rank of associate professor with
tenure. They are: Donald Brand, political science; Estrella Cibreiro, modern

languages and literatures; Deirdre Haskell, mathematics; Mark Lincicome, history; D.
Neel Smith, classics. 

Richard M. Regan Jr. ’76
Appointed Director of Athletics

President Gerard Reedy, S.J., has appointed Richard M.
Regan Jr. ’76 as Director of Athletics, beginning July 1, 1998.
Regan will succeed Ronald S. Perry ’54, who is retiring at the
end of June after a long and distinguished career.

Regan is currently Managing Director of the Scotland
franchise of NFL Europe League (previously the World League),
a joint venture between the National Football League and Fox
Television based in Europe. He is also Managing Director of
NFL International, Ltd. He has been Vice President of both
Finance and European Operations, and Senior Vice President
and Chief Operating Officer of the World League. Among
other managerial positions, he was the Vice President of
Finance of the New England Patriots from 1985 to 1988.

Regan and his wife, Judi, live in London with their three
daughters, whose basketball and softball teams Dick coaches.
He is a 1976 graduate of Holy Cross, and is the third
generation of his family to attend the College. He is the son of
Richard M. Regan ’50, and the grandson of  Harold J. Regan
’17. “You can’t believe how happy I am to return to Holy
Cross,” Dick remarked. “I want to lead our athletic programs to
a new stage of excellence. While renewing our commitment to
the Patriot League by putting into practice each year the great
principles on which it is founded, I am also eager to set our
new scholarship programs in basketball on firm foundations.
As the father of three young female athletes, I will ensure that
Holy Cross student athletes in whatever sport they play will
enjoy fine facilities, good coaching, and great sports
management.”

In interviewing the finalists for the position, Father Reedy
asked that the new athletic director affirm Holy Cross’
commitment to the principles of the Patriot League, of which it
is a founding member; lead our intercollegiate teams to winning
seasons; preserve and strengthen equity between men’s and
women’s teams and revenue and non-revenue sports; and guide
and mentor the College’s return to basketball scholarships.

Father Reedy commented on the search: “We had a number
of highly qualified candidates, and I found Dick Regan to be
the best qualified to fulfill our goals in intercollegiate athletics
as we move into the next century. He is smart, full of energy,
skilled in financial management, and fully committed to Holy
Cross.”

More than 50 candidates applied for the position. The
process was led by a search committee chaired by Holy Cross
trustee Kevin Condron ’67, and composed of trustee Gieriet
Sullivan Bowen ’86, and Holy Cross graduates John Glowik ’73,
and Lauren Maney ’95. The committee screened resumes,
interviewed candidates, and
made recommendations
concerning the applicants to
Father Reedy. Father Reedy
interviewed the finalists for the
position and made the final
selection. The Director of
Athletics reports directly to the
President of the College.

Regan
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HOLY Cross Student
Organizes Building 

Trip to Africa
Brendan McDermott ’99 came to Holy

Cross from Fairfield, Conn., because of
“academics and soccer.”  Now he is
studying hard, playing rugby, and making
an impact as part of the Habitat for
Humanity program.  McDermott’s interest
in Habitat began in high school when he
went on an Appalachian trip, and his

commitment to the program continues at
Holy Cross. 

During his spring break last year
McDermott went to Lynchburg, Va., with
the group and spent a week helping to
build low-income housing. “I had a
wonderful time and got so much out of
it. People say to you, ‘thanks for giving us
your spring break,’ but you think, ‘you’re
giving us more than we’re giving you.’”  

In talking to the coordinator at
Lynchburg, McDermott discovered
Habitat’s international program. He
immediately did some research on the
Internet, and last summer, McDermott
went to Zambia, Africa. He lived with the
people he built with, and spent his days
“laying and mortaring concrete blocks.”
The experience in Africa was so fulfilling
that McDermott stayed an additional two
and a half weeks, “By the first day I knew
the experience would be everything I’d
hoped.” 

It was in Zambia that McDermott
decided to get Holy Cross students
involved in the program, “I started with
the Chaplain’s Office….but word of
mouth was my biggest tool.”  

His “Habitat in Africa” program drew
an extraordinary amount of attention, “At
my first informational meeting,” he
explains, “we had 120 people show up.
There were 70 applications for only 10
spots.”

While the interest in the program is
tremendous, McDermott says, “It’s an
expensive proposition. It costs about
$3,300 per person to go.” But he tells
people, “we’re going to do it; we’ll do
extensive fundraising.” The Holy Cross
students traveling to Africa this summer
will depart in June for three weeks of
home-building in Zambia.

Wellness Center Opens

The grand opening of the Carol and Park B. Smith Wellness
Center took place the week of Feb. 23. The two-level facility,

built as an addition to the rear of the Hart Recreation Center,
features state-of-the-art fitness and training equipment. The Center’s
opening was showcased by a week of kick-off programming that
included demonstrations of the new equipment as well as nutrition
screenings, yoga sessions, and stress management classes. The Center
was made possible through a $1.5 million dollar gift from Park B.
Smith ’54.

DEVELOPMENT POSITIONS
The College of the Holy Cross is building a capital giving

program in preparation for entering into a campaign to support
endowment, facilities and program development. We are seeking
individuals with strong analytical and interpersonal skills, a
commitment to undergraduate liberal arts education and an
appreciation for the Jesuit character of the College.

DEVELOPMENT WRITER

Reporting to the Vice President of Development and Alumni
Relations, the Development Writer is responsible for
correspondence between the President of Holy Cross and
alumni, parents and friends. You will also be responsible for
creating and completing proposals that will be presented by
development officers. Requirements include a bachelor’s degree
or equivalent with three years relevant experience either in
development or in a related field. 

DIRECTOR OF CAPITAL GIVING

Reporting to the Vice President of Development and Alumni
Relations, you will be responsible for the management of a staff
whose sole responsibility is the cultivation and solicitation of
gifts from Holy Cross’ alumni, parents and friends. You will

design an organizational structure and set of activities that will
lead to the successful realization of the program’s mission.
Frequent travel is required. Qualifications include a bachelor’s
degree or equivalent with six-nine years of successful experience
in higher education fund raising or related experience. 

CAPITAL GIFTS OFFICERS (2 POSITIONS)

Reporting to the Director of Capital Giving, you will be
responsible for a portfolio of capital giving prospects. Also, you
will participate in the planning, organization and management of
activities related to the Capital Giving Program, and will be
responsible for solicitation of capital gifts in specific geographic
regions as assigned by the Director. Frequent travel is required.
Qualifications include a bachelor’s degree with a minimum of
four years’ relevant experience in higher education fund raising
or the equivalent. 

Please send resume and the names and telephone numbers of
three references to: Employment Coordinator, Personnel
Department, College of the Holy Cross, PO Box Per, One
College Street, Worcester, MA 01610-2395; Fax: (508) 793-3575.

Holy Cross is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity
Employer.
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W hen you ask Neil Prior how the
Connecticut native ended up in the

Virgin Islands owning a telephone
company, he says, deadpan, “By total
accident.” 

In fact, nothing seems very accidental
about this world traveler’s climb toward
the kind of success that has allowed him to
make an unprecedented $5 million pledge
to his alma mater – a pledge that will
establish three professorships in the
Humanities. By means of a charitable
remainder trust, Prior will create the Rev.
Gerard Mears, S.J., Professorship in Fine
Arts, the Rev. Maurice F. Reidy, S.J.,
Professorship in History, and the Stephen
J. Prior Professorship in Humanities. 

“Neil has always been interested in the
academic life,” says Holy Cross President
Rev. Gerard Reedy, S.J. “He and his wife,
Trudy, are both multifaceted people.
They’re intellectuals and they’re extremely
interested in and supportive of the arts.”

After meeting in the fall of 1994 at a
Holy Cross Club of San Juan reception,
Reedy and the Priors became fast friends.
Since that initial meeting, Reedy has visited
them each year at their home in St.
Thomas. 

“I think Fr. Reedy and I have the same
vision of the College,” Prior says. “I like
what we’re doing. I want to see a
continued emphasis on academic
excellence.” 

Academic excellence is something Prior
knows about firsthand. He graduated from
his high school ranked third in a class of
300 and was admitted to Dartmouth, Yale,
and Amherst. But there was a Holy Cross
tradition in the family. Prior’s father,
Cornelius Prior, was a 1923 graduate, and a
cousin and an uncle had also studied on
the Hill. One other factor may have
contributed to his choice of college — the
childhood thrill of being taken to see Bob
Cousy play against Trinity.

“So give the Cooz some credit for this
donation,” he laughs.

There was also a spiritual component to
his choice of Holy Cross. 

“I liked the idea of a religious

education,” he explains. “I was a Catholic
growing up in a Protestant town. I didn’t
know enough about my own religion and I
felt I needed to understand it better.”

With an NROTC scholarship, Prior
arrived on Mt. Saint James in the fall of
1952 and declared himself an English
major. From the start, his teachers had a
profound effect on him.

“I’ve established two of the
professorships in memory of the two
teachers who had the most inf luence on
me,” he says. “Fr. Mears was my corridor
prefect in O’Kane my freshman year. He
was a very quiet, gentle man. During my
junior year, I took his Fine Arts course and
came to understand something I had
previously known nothing about. It was
such an exciting and stimulating
experience. Fr. Mears was just a wonderful
man who could convey his love of the arts
in a hundred ways.”

That inf luence has endured. Prior has
recently become chairman of the Birch
Forum in St. Thomas, a group dedicated to
bringing the fine arts to the island. 

Prior’s second mentor at Holy Cross
was the Rev. Maurice Reidy.

“Fr. Reidy was the one who got me
interested in fine scholarship,” Prior says.
“We had a seminar in Tudor-Stuart history
that took place in his room in Wheeler.
That was the first time I really understood
what the Harvard Tutorial system was like
and what it meant to get excited about an
intellectual subject, to run to the library
and start reading books on your own and
getting into this little world that had its
own life. That was a very important thing
for me. Fr. Reidy ignited for me the life of
the mind.”

It was a fire that never diminished.
Following three years of service in the
Navy on the USS O’Hare, Prior entered
Harvard Law School. 

“The truth is,” he says, “I was
comfortable with the intellectual challenge
presented by Harvard because of people
like Fr. Reidy. To be honest, I don’t think
law school was up to the standards of Fr.
Reidy. It was much more lecture courses
than intensive seminars.”

During his last year at Harvard, Prior
won a Fulbright Fellowship and spent a
year studying at the University of Sao
Paulo in Brazil, a country he’d come to
know during his first Naval cruise. 

“The Navy gave me a taste for
international travel,” he explains, “so it

seemed natural for me to pursue
international law. That’s one of the reasons
I took my first position at (the law firm)
Sullivan & Cromwell. They were very big in
international law. In time, this led to my
move to Japan as general counsel for a
development company based in Tokyo.” 

When asked about the travails of
moving his entire family to the other side
of the world, Prior says, “It was an
adventure! In an odd way, it was akin to
my wanting to go to Holy Cross to
discover what my Catholicism was all
about. I knew nothing about the East and
here was an opportunity to plunge into the
middle of things.”

Prior’s job took him all over Asia. “We
lived in Tokyo,” he says, “but I spent a lot
of time in Korea, the Philippines,
Indonesia, and Taiwan, which in those days
were still poor, developing countries. So I
ran around Asia trying to find projects that
would simultaneously make money and
make an economic contribution to the
area.”

The experience, Prior says, ultimately
got him interested in the banking industry

Cornelius B. Prior Jr. ’56
Donates Largest Gift in College History

$5 Million Pledge Will Fund Three Professorships by Jack O’Connell ’81

(continued to page 6)

Neil & Trudy with Fr. Reedy
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and he eventually returned to Manhattan
to become an investment banker with
Kidder Peabody, working mainly in the area
of utilities. 

Upon his return from Japan, he also
reconnected with the Holy Cross
community, becoming an officer of the
Holy Cross Club of New York. But his
strongest connection with the school was
born out of tragedy. In 1971, Prior’s seven-
year-old son, Stephen, drowned. Grief-
stricken, he and Trudy set up a memorial
scholarship at the College.

“That led to a long correspondence
with (then president) Fr. Brooks,” Prior
says. “He’s a wonderful man and he steered
the school down the correct path.”

The third funded professorship has
been established in memory of Prior’s son.
The Stephen J. Prior Professorship in
Humanities has recently been awarded to

Maurice A. Gèracht, a professor of English
and a specialist in the works of Henry
James. 

“Neil was very active on the Academic
Planning Committee,” says Fr. Reedy. “He
understands how essential these types of
professorships are to our continued pursuit
of academic excellence.”

Prior also understands how to tell a
good story. When pressed to explain how
he ended up living in the Caribbean as
owner of the Virgin Islands Telephone
Corp., he says, “One day a guy walked into
my office at Kidder Peabody and said he
had just signed a contract to buy a
telephone company in the Virgin Islands.
Could I help him find the $85 million he
needed to do this? At this same time,
General Electric purchased Kidder Peabody.
Because I had been a shareholder, I
suddenly had some cash. So I gambled. I

put up basically everything I had and
became a partner in the deal. In 1987,
without ever having been to the Virgin
Islands except for one vacation, we bought
the company and I’ve lived here ever
since.” 

“It’s pure luck,” he says, then pauses,
laughs, and adds, as if an afterthought,
“and the ability to finance the deal.” 

When asked what prompted him to
make such a historic gift to his College,
Prior says, “I made this gift as a challenge.
And I guarantee that someone is going to
come along to break this record. It’s like
the Olympics. I expect the record to fall.
And I hope it happens soon.”

University Hotel, a longtime fixture at the bottom of College
Hill, was demolished during the last week of January. Once

a Howard Johnson’s Hotel, the building provided student
housing in the late 1970s. Holy Cross purchased the property in
August for $1.8 million dollars. A committee is currently being
formed to determine possible uses for the land. 

Going, Going, G O N E
University Hotel Demolished

FEMINIST LITERARY THEORIST
RECEIVES HONORARY DEGREE 

Prominent feminist literary theorist, Kate Stimpson,
received an honorary degree in an academic convocation
at Holy Cross on Tuesday, Jan. 20, in the Ballroom of the
Hogan Campus Center. She also delivered a lecture
entitled, “Higher Education and Our Covenants.” 

Stimpson has had a long and distinguished career in
academia, serving as an English professor at Barnard and
Rutgers. Currently, she is University Professor and Dean
of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences at New York
University. 

Prior to that, she served for several years as the
director of the fellows division of the MacArthur
Foundation. She is the founding editor of Signs: Journal
of Women in Culture and Society, a quarterly published
by the University of Chicago Press.  Stimpson also edited
a book series about women in culture and society.  She is
the author of numerous papers and essays and has written
two books: Class Notes, a novel (New York: Times Books,
1979; Avon Books, 1980), and Where the Meanings Are:
Feminism and Cultural Spaces (New York and London:
Methuen, 1988). 

Stimpson earned her
Bachelor of Arts degree
magna cum laude with
honors in English, at
Bryn Mawr College; an
Master of Arts degree at
Newnham College,
Cambridge University;
and a Ph.D. with
distinction at Columbia University. 

(continued from page 5)




