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20th Century Russian Literature 
Writing Revolution 

 
 

 
19 Jan YOU SAY YOU WANT A REVOLUTION 

Introduction to 20th Century Russian Literature 
24 Jan MAKSIM GORKY: MAN OF THE PEOPLE 

Mother, 1-94  
26 Jan Mother,94-178 
31 Jan Mother, 178-262 
2 Feb Mother,263-344 
7 Feb QUERY #1 DUE via e-mail by noon today 

Mother, 344-383 
9 Feb ART OF THE REVOLUTION 

Guest Lecture by Professor Judith Chubb 
Department of Political Science 

14 Feb POETS OF THE REVOLTUION 
Symbolists I  

16 Feb Symbolists II 
21 Feb ANDREI BELY 

Petersburg, Prologue & Chapter One 
23 Feb Petersburg, Chapter Two 
28 Feb Petersburg, Chapters Three & Four 
2 Mar QUERY #2 DUE via e-mail by noon today 

You say you want a revolution? Well, you 
know…Russia of the 20th century is the place 
to go! This course considers the roots, artistry 
and effect of Russian art and letters during its 
most turbulent century. We start just before 
“failed” revolution of 1905 then move on to 

representations of 1917 and beyond. Our main 
themes that guide our exploration of the 

notion of revolution in Russian culture are the 
idea of a world turned upside down, religious 

imagery as subversion, and the “carnival.”



Petersburg, Chapters Five & Six 
 March Vacation 
14 Mar Petersburg, Chapters Seven & Eight 
16 Mar EVGENY ZAMIATIN 

Essays and “The Cave” – Eres  
21 Mar ANALYTICAL ESSAY DUE today at start of class 

Zamiatin, “The Cave” – Eres  
23 Mar MIKHAIL BULGAKOV 

Heart of a Dog, 1-55 
28 Mar QUERY #3 DUE via e-mail by noon today 

Heart of a Dog, 56-123 
30 Mar  

BORIS PASTERNAK 
Doctor Zhivago, 3-90 

4 Apr Doctor Zhivago, 91-174 
6 Apr PROPOSAL for In-Class Presentation Due via e-mail by 5 pm today 

Doctor Zhivago, 174-259 
11 Apr Doctor Zhivago, 259-340 
18 Apr Doctor Zhivago, 340-418 
20 Apr Doctor Zhivago, 419-519 
25 Apr In-Class Presentations 
27 Apr CEFs: Please be on time! 

Doctor Zhivago, Poems of Yuri Zhivago I: “Miracle” 
2 May Doctor Zhivago, Poems of Yuri Zhivago II: “Winter Night,” “Parting” 

Also: Review course readings for final exam 
 


