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TURTLE TALK

irst in a series of arti-
cles about sea turtles
written by Jeanne

Mortimer, this new regular
feature of the SIF Newsletter
will  highlight  different
aspects of the natural history
and conservation of the
marine turtles of Aldabra.

More Effective Turtle
Monitoring at Aldabra

Sea turtles have been moni-
tored sporadically at Aldabra
since the late 1960s. But,
during the past five years, the
programme has become much
more intensive and better co-
ordinated. This is a product
of the Turtle & Tortoise
Conservation Project (EMPS
Project J1) initiated in 1995
and funded by the Global
Environment Facility (GEF)
and the Government of Seychelles. Success has been possible only through the
efforts of the hard-working research staff based on Aldabra.

Monitoring procedures were formally published in a 47-page booklet entitled
“Turtle Monitoring at Aldabra”. It provides step-by-step instructions on how to
collect data and explains why each type of data is collected. Turtle monitoring
is integrated into the Rangers” monthly visits to each of the Aldabra field camps
and includes the following activities:

Beach Surveys to Count Turtle Tracks. Our goal is to survey every nesting
beach at least once per month. Certain “index beaches” are visited more often
—ideally at least four times per month. These include Settlement Beach and the
24 beaches of west Grand Terre located just south of West Channels. In all,
there are some 55 turtle beaches at Aldabra.

Regular beach surveys enable us to answer the following questions:
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