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College of the Holy Cross: Profile
One of the best liberal arts colleges in the United States, Holy Cross is highly respected for its 
superior undergraduate academic programs, accomplished faculty, and the intelligence, imagina-
tion, and achievements of its students. It is also renowned for its enthusiastic and well-supported 
commitment to the principle of educating men and women for others, in a community that 
generates a strong feeling of belonging and a vital sense of loyalty.

As a Jesuit college, Holy Cross takes its place in a 450-year tradition of Catholic education 
that has distinguished itself for intellectual rigor, high academic standards, and religious and 
moral sensitivity. Academic life at Holy Cross is serious and challenging; it is also exciting. This 
excitement is one of discovery: students discovering new things in literature, science, the arts, 
mathematics, and religion; professors discovering new things through their research, in their 
laboratories, and in the libraries. Student-professor exchanges in the classroom, as well as in 
countless informal settings, are at the center of academic life at Holy Cross. Because the student 
body is 100 percent undergraduate and relatively small, the opportunity for individual attention 
is readily available. Students know their professors. Professors know and take a genuine interest 
in their students.

The College recognizes that its professional and talented faculty members constitute the par-
ticular ingredient that ultimately shapes the educational experience. They are widely respected 
in their academic specialties. Many have national reputations for their research and publica-
tions, creative performances, recordings, and exhibitions. Almost all of the nearly 300 full- and 
part-time faculty members hold doctoral degrees from some of the finest universities here and 
abroad. They conduct research supported by grants from foundations, government agencies, and 
private sources.

Holy Cross faculty members also are dedicated to excellence in teaching and to service. They 
strike an appropriate balance between the transmission of knowledge and the investigation of 
new ideas. This ensures that the classroom is vital and that scholarly research is meaningful. It is 
the faculty that leavens the whole and is largely responsible for the reputation of Holy Cross as 
an excellent liberal arts college.

Holy Cross is a place to learn how to learn, and not a place to seek job training. The funda-
mental purpose of the College is not to train students for specific occupations, but to inform 
the mind and to foster clear thought and expression through the balanced study of the arts and 
the sciences.

A distinguishing and all-important characteristic of education at Holy Cross is the emphasis 
placed upon the service of faith and the promotion of justice. As a Jesuit college, the cultiva-
tion of intellectual, social, religious, and ethical refinement is not an end in itself. Rather, this 
means educating young people to be truly concerned about human welfare, about making our 
economies more just, and about placing men and women in public office who are honest and 
honorable. It has as its purpose the education of men and women who in their family life will be 
examples of Catholic ideals and practice and who will be leaders in their parishes and in their 
communities.

Founding
The oldest Catholic college in New England, Holy Cross was founded in 1843 by the second 
bishop of Boston, Benedict Joseph Fenwick, S.J., who gave it the name of his cathedral, the Ca-
thedral of the Holy Cross, along with the seal and motto of the Diocese of Boston.

From the start, the Bishop entrusted the direction of the College to the Fathers of the So-
ciety of Jesus. The beginnings were very modest: one wooden building, a half-finished brick 
structure, and 52 acres of land.
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Today the College is a large educational complex, complete with chapel, libraries, a modern science 
center, classrooms, residence halls, football stadium, baseball stadium, hockey rink, and campus activity 
center, spread over 174 sloping acres. It is a community of 2,800 students, roughly half of them men 
and half women. Few classes exceed an enrollment of 40, and most average 18–20. The atmosphere 
this community of scholars creates is frequently described as welcoming and friendly, where students 
receive encouragement and support from classmates and professors.

Coeducational since 1972, Holy Cross enrolls a student body of young men and women of proven 
accomplishment. Almost all of them have been graduated in the top 20 percent of their high school 
classes. Most live in 10 residence halls on campus. These are run by the Dean of Students Office with 
the help of students who organize the many activities through their House Councils. Students, elected 
by their peers, represent their classmates at faculty meetings, on major College committees, and in a 
consultative capacity on the appointment and promotion of faculty.

Goals of a Liberal Arts Education
Holy Cross seeks to prepare students for a lifetime of learning and moral citizenship. They must 
therefore develop skills, acquire knowledge, and cultivate intellectual and moral habits that prepare 
them to live meaningful, purposeful lives and to assume informed, responsible roles in their families, 
communities, and the world. Accordingly, we intend that our students:

	 I. 		  Develop those basic skills and competencies foundational to a liberal arts education. These in 
		  clude the ability to think critically, write and speak clearly, read closely, evaluate and present  
		  evidence, and use information resources and technology.

	 II. 		 Achieve depth competency in a major, as determined by individual departments, and attain  
		  a measure of intellectual breadth by exploring the various modes of inquiry and expression that  
		  comprise the liberal arts. These include those modes of inquiry and expression tied to the arts 
		  and humanities, the social sciences, and the natural and mathematical sciences.

	 III. 	 Develop those habits of mind and life that exemplify the intellectual and moral values central 
		  to the distinctive mission and identity of Holy Cross as a Jesuit and Catholic liberal arts college.   
		  These include a commitment to the well-being of the human community and the natural world;  
		  the pursuit of a more just society; reflective engagement with matters of moral, spiritual, and  
		  religious life; and, for those who choose, an appreciation of the intellectual heritage of  
		  Catholicism.

Assessment
The College is committed to engaging the whole campus community in the assessment of these goals. 
The College administers a variety of national survey instruments to students and alumni and analyzes 
samples of students’ work at key points in their years at Holy Cross. Academic and non-academic de-
partments also assess student learning at the classroom and departmental level. For more information 
about the College’s assessment and research projects, visit the Web site of the Office of Assessment 
and Research (http://offices.holycross.edu/assessment/).


