
/5Goals of a Liberal Arts Education

Today the College is a large educational complex, complete with chapel, libraries, a modern science 
center, classrooms, residence halls, football stadium, baseball stadium, hockey rink, and campus activity 
center, spread over 174 sloping acres. It is a community of 2,800 students, roughly half of them men 
and half women. Few classes exceed an enrollment of 40, and most average 18–20. The atmosphere 
this community of scholars creates is frequently described as welcoming and friendly, where students 
receive encouragement and support from classmates and professors.

Coeducational since 1972, Holy Cross enrolls a student body of young men and women of proven 
accomplishment. Almost all of them have been graduated in the top 20 percent of their high school 
classes. Most live in 10 residence halls on campus. These are run by the Dean of Students Office with 
the help of students who organize the many activities through their House Councils. Students, elected 
by their peers, represent their classmates at faculty meetings, on major College committees, and in a 
consultative capacity on the appointment and promotion of faculty.

Goals of a Liberal Arts Education
Holy Cross seeks to prepare students for a lifetime of learning and moral citizenship. They must 
therefore develop skills, acquire knowledge, and cultivate intellectual and moral habits that prepare 
them to live meaningful, purposeful lives and to assume informed, responsible roles in their families, 
communities, and the world. Accordingly, we intend that our students:

	 I. 		  Develop those basic skills and competencies foundational to a liberal arts education. These in 
		  clude the ability to think critically, write and speak clearly, read closely, evaluate and present  
		  evidence, and use information resources and technology.

	 II. 		 Achieve depth competency in a major, as determined by individual departments, and attain  
		  a measure of intellectual breadth by exploring the various modes of inquiry and expression that  
		  comprise the liberal arts. These include those modes of inquiry and expression tied to the arts 
		  and humanities, the social sciences, and the natural and mathematical sciences.

	 III. 	 Develop those habits of mind and life that exemplify the intellectual and moral values central 
		  to the distinctive mission and identity of Holy Cross as a Jesuit and Catholic liberal arts college.   
		  These include a commitment to the well-being of the human community and the natural world;  
		  the pursuit of a more just society; reflective engagement with matters of moral, spiritual, and  
		  religious life; and, for those who choose, an appreciation of the intellectual heritage of  
		  Catholicism.

Assessment
The College is committed to engaging the whole campus community in the assessment of these goals. 
The College administers a variety of national survey instruments to students and alumni and analyzes 
samples of students’ work at key points in their years at Holy Cross. Academic and non-academic de-
partments also assess student learning at the classroom and departmental level. For more information 
about the College’s assessment and research projects, visit the Web site of the Office of Assessment 
and Research (http://offices.holycross.edu/assessment/).


